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LIMITATION OF ACTIVITY AND MOBILITY
DUE TO CHRONIC CONDITIONS
UNITED STATES, 1972
Charles S. Wilder, Division of Health Interview Statistics
INTRODUCTION
During 1972 an estimated 25,868,000
persons, about 12.7 percent of the civilian, non-
ins tit u t iomdized population of the United
States, were reported in health interviews to be
limited in activity to some degree due to chronic
disc ase or impairment. Also, an estimated
6,458,000 persons, 3.2 percent of the popula-
tion, were reported as limited in mobility due to
chronic conditions. An estimated 1,775,000 of
these persons were confined to the house except
in emergencies. Of the persons with mobility
limitation, about 5,960,000 also reported
activity Imitation. Limitation of activity is
defined as the inability to carry on the major
activity for one’s age-sex group, such as working,
keeping house, or going to school, restriction in
the amount or kind of major activity, or restric-
tion in relation to other activities such as recrea-
tional, chutch, or civic interests. Limitation of
mobility is defined as restriction in ability to
move about freely; this ranges from confinement
to bed all or most of the time to having trouble
getting around alone.
Earlier reports in Series 10 specifically
devoted to the subject of chronic limitation of
activity are Numbers 17, 45, 51, 61, and 80.
Data on limitation of mobility are presented in
detail in Numbers 45 and 61. The Current
Estimates reports in Series 10, Numbers 52,60,
63, 72, 79, and 85 present summary information
on chronic activity limitation.
SOURCE AND
LIMITATIONS OF THE DATA
The information from the Health Interview
Survey in this report was obtained in household
interviews in a continuing nationwide survey.
Each week a probability sample of households is
interviewed by trained personnel of the U.S.
Bureau of the Census to obtain information
about the health and other characteristics of
each member of the household in the civilian,
noninstitutionaIized population of the United
States. During 1972 the sample was composed
of about 44,000 households containing about
134,000 persons.
A description of the design of the survey,
the methods used in estimation, and general
qualifications of the data obtained from surveys
is presented in appendix I. Since the estimates
shown in this report are based on a sarnple of
the population rather than on the entire popula-
tion, they are subject to sampling error. There-
fore, particular attention should be paid to the
section entitled “Reliability of Estimates.”
Sampling errors for most of the estimates are of
relatively low magnitude. However, where an
estimated number or the numerator or denomi-
nator of a rate or percentage is small, the
sampling error may be high. Charts of the
relative sampling errors and instructions for their
use are shown in appendix I.
Certain terms used in this report are
defined in appendix II. Some of the terms have
specialized meanings for the purpose of the
survey; therefore the reader should examine this
section of the report.
The questionnaire used in 1972 is illustra-
ted in the Current Estimates report, Series 10,
Number 85. The portions of this questionnaire
dealing with limitation ot’ activity and mobility
are presented in appendix III of this report. Card
M (or questions 19-23 for persons unable to
understand Card M) was used to obtain the
degree of mobility limitation for each person.
Persons with mobility limitation were asked
question 24 to obtain information about the
duration of limitation ancl chronic conditions
causing the limitation.
Each person was classified by usual activity
status during the year prior to interview
(questions 25 and 26). Then the person was
asked the questions about limitation which were
most appropriate to the major activity to which
he had been classified (questions 27-32). For
instance, those persons who were usually
working were asked question 30 about any
degree of limitation in ability to work or in
other activities because of heaIth. If no
limitation was reported in response to these
questions, each person was asked an additional
question about any other limitation (question
33). Persons who reported some degree of
limitation of activity were asked (question 34)
about duration of limitation and chronic condi-
tions causing the limi~ation. In some instances a
specific chronic condition was not reported; in
this event, “old age only” or some similar re-
sponse about the person’s state of health was
accepted as a chronic condition. If the condition
causing the limit ation was an acute condition,
such as injury or pregnancy, causing temporary
disability, the limitation questions were reasked
about any long-term disability present other
than this temporary disability. For instance, a
person may be confined to bed with a fracture
of the femur but also be limited in Kind or
amount of work and have trouble getting around
freely due to a heart condition. In this case, the
person is classified as “Limited in amount or
kind of major activity” and as “Has trouble
getting around alone.”
It should be pointed out that respondents
in health interviews report only those things
which they know about and are willing to talk
about in an interview situation. Questionnaire
design and interviewer training have been aimed
at minimizing the effects of respondent
differences in reporting.
The restriction of the survey to the civilian,
noninstitutionalized population living at the
time of the interview affects the estimates of
persons with chronic limitations of activity and
mobility. The omission of the institu tionalizcd
population reduces the estimated tOtd number
of limited persons since the proportion of
chronically limited persons in institutions is
high.1
LIMITATION OF
ACTIVITY AND MOBILITY
Comparison with Prior Years
During 1972 an estimated 25,868,000
persons in the civilian, non institutionalized pop-
ulation were reported to be limited to some ex-
tent in activity due to chronic disease or impair-
ment. About 6,031,000 or 3.0 percent of the
population were unable to carry on their major
activity (working, keeping house, going to
school) (table 1). Another 13,557,000, 6.6 per-
cent, were limited in the amount or kind of
major activity, and 6,279,000, or 3.1. percent,
were limited in other activities such as recrea-
tional, church, or civic activities. Thus 12.7 per-
cent of the population were limited in activity
to some degree.
Limitation of activity has been measured
each year since the Health Interview Survey
began in July 1957.2 The distribution of the
1For instance, Series 12, Numbers 2 and 3 pre-
sent statistics on the extent of disability among patients
in nursing homes and mental hospitals.
2prior to JUIY 1967 the meas~rement Of activity
limitation was made only for those persons who report-
ed one c “ more chronic conditions in the interview. Sub-
sequent to this date limitation of activity was measured
for all persons. Each person who reported some degree
of limitation was asked for the chronic conditions
causing the limitation. As mentioned earlier, if a person
reported an acute condition as causing temporary limita-
tion, the probe questions were reasked about long-term
limitation caused by chronic disease or impairment. The
report entitled “Interviewing Methods in the Health ln-
terview Survey” (Series 2, Number 48) discusses the
changes in data collection procedure after July 1967.
2
civi Iian, noninstitutionalizcd population by
1“chronic activity Iimita Ion status is presented in
table A for each of the 15 years of da~a collec-
tion. Over the years the percentages of the popu-
lation in each degree of activity limitation have
been quite stable. In general the percentages for
1972 are consistent with those reported earlier.
The percentages of the population with
chronic mobility limitation for three time
periods arc presented in table B. Prior to July
1965 limitation of mobility was measured in the
Health Interview Survey only for persons who
had some degree of activity limitation. During
July 1965-June 1967, each person who reported
one or more chronic conditions was askccl w
select the spatement from a card (like Card N1in
appendix III) which best described his limita-
tion-of-mobility status. During 1972 all persons
in the population were shown Card M and asked
to select the appropriate statement. (If the
person did not understand Card M, he was read
questions 19-23, sce appendix 111.)s The per-
centages of persons confined to the house or
needing help in getting around were about the
same in each time period (table B). However,
during 1972 the percentage of persons who had
trouble getting around alone was somewhat
smaller than in the earlier data..
During 1972 among the 6,458,000 persons
with mobility limitation, 92.3 percent were
3During 1969 and 1971 limitationof mobility
was measuredthroughaseriesofquestions,butwithout
theuse ofa cardshowingtherangeoflimitationstatus.
These estimateshavenot beenpublishedbecausethey
differedwidelyfrom thoseobtainedearlier.A projectis
underwaytodeterminethecauseofthedifference.
Table A. Total population and percent distribution of persons by degree of chronic
activity limitation: United States, July 19.57-December1972
Yearl
July 1957-June1958----------
July 1958-June 1959----------
July 1959-June 1960----------
July 1960-June 1961----------
July 1961-June 1962----------
JULY 1962-June 1963----------
July 1963-June 1964----------
July 1964-June1965----------
July 1965-June1966----------
July 1966-June1967----------
1967-------------------------
1968-------------------------
1969 -------------------------
1970-------------------------
1971-------------------------
1972-------------------------
II r I I
TITotal population With With UnableWith no limita - limita - tolimita- tion, tion inNumber but not amount carrytion of in or kind onin Percent activ - major of ma- majorthou- it ysands ac - jor ac - ti;;;ytivity tivity
168,369
171,300
174,621
177,984
180,790
183,146
185,797
188,430
190,710
192,359
193,403
195>392
197,422
199,843
202,360
204,148
Percent distribution
100.0 89.9
100.0 90.2
100.0 89.5
100.0 88.7
100.0 88.0
100.0 87.6
100.0 87.9
100.0 II 88.0
100.0 88.8
100.0 88.3
100.0 88.5
100.0 89.1
100.0 88.4
100.0 88.2
100.0 87.7
100.0 87.3
2<
2.8
2.9
3.3
3.4
::?
2.8
3.0
2.8
;::
2.9
3.0
3.1
:::
.
2;
6.7
H
6.3
6.5
6.3
6.4
M
6.4
6.6
2:
2.2
R
2.3
2.2
2.2
2.1
2.2
2.3
2.8
2.8
2.9
2.9
3.0
lThe data on limited persons for the period July 1957 through June 1967 were obtained
from persons with one or more chronic conditions reported in the interview. Later data
on limited persons was obtained for all persons.
‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or pre-
school-activities;
3
Table B. Total population and percent distribution of persons bY degree of chronic
mobility limitation: United States, July 1965-June 1966, July 1966-June 1967, and 1972
Year
I
July 1965-June 1966---
July 1966-June 1967---
1972------------------
Total
population
Number
in
thou-
sands
190,710
192,359
204,148
Per-
cent
100.0
100.0
100.0
With
1i~i-
tation
of
mobil -
ity
96.8
96.6
96.8
Has
tro’~ble
getting
around
alone
1.5
1.7
1.3
Needs help
in getting
around
Spe-
cial
aid
0.6
0.7
0.7
An-
other
person
0.3
0.3
0.3
Confined to
the house
Not
con-
fined
;~d
0.5
0.6
0.7
Con-
fined
;~d
0.2
0.2
0.2
Table C. Number of persons with limitation of mobility and percent distribution by
activity limitation status, according to degree of limitation: United States, 1972
(, ,
Activity limitation status
July 1965-June 1967
Persons with mobility limitation------------------
All statuses--------------------------------
Unable to carry on major activityl----------------
Limited in amount or kind of major activity’------
Limited, but not in major activity’---------------
Not limited in activity---------------------------
1972
Persons with mobility limitation------------------
All statuses--------------------------------
Unable to carry on major activityl----------------
Limited in amount or kind of major activity]------
Limited, but not in major activityl---------------
Not limited in activity---------------------------
Has
trouble Needs
Total
Confinedhelp in to the
~::;:g getting house
alone around
Number of persons in thousands
6,312 [~ 3,114 I 1,766 ] 1,432
Percent distribution
+1
100.0 100.0 j 100.0 ] 100.0
I I
38.4 21.3
43.6 53.4
13.5 20.4
4.5 5.0
Number of persons
45.4 66.8
39.6 27.4
4.1
H 9<
in thousands
6,458 II 2,609 I 2,074 ] 1,775
Percent distribution
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
46.1 31.2 47.0 66.9
38.7 48.0 37.3 26.6
7.6 10.8 7.6 2.8
7.7 10.0 8.1 3.8
‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or pre-
school activities.
rcp{)rted as being Iimitccl in activity (table C).
D~lring July 1965-June 1967 amens the
6,312,000 persons with mobility limitation,
95.5 pcrccnt had activity limitation (table C and
Series 10, Number 6 1). Among persons confined
to the house, the corresponding percentages of
persons with activity limitation were:
Percent with
activity limitation
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . 96.2
1965-1967. . . . . . . . . 98.3
Age and Sex
The substantial similarity between the per-
centages for the several time periods in tables B
and C suggests that the shift in data collection
proccdurc for mobility limitation from asking
mobiIity limitation status only for persons with
chronic conditions to asking all persons has pro-
duced comparable sets of data on mobility
limitation.
As &i~C increased, the proportions of
persons with Imitations of activity and mobility
rose according y (figure 1). About 2 of each 5
I)ersons 65 years of aye and over were Iimitcd in
50r
Under 17.44 45a4
17
65 and
over
Agein wars
Figure 1. Percent of population with limitation of activity or
mobility due to chronic conditions by age.
activity ancl about 1 in 5 had some degree of
mobility limitation. Among the 25.9 million
persons with activity limitation, about 17.5
million were at least 45 years of age (table 1).
Similarly, among the 6.5 million persons with
mobility limitation, 5.5 million were 45 years of
age or older.
Among persons under 45 years of age,
relatively few persons were unable to carry on
the major activity of their age-sex group (table
1). As age increased the proportion unable to
carry on major activity rose until 16.3 percent
of persons 65 years and over were so limited.
A It bough the proportions of persons with
limitation of mobility rose with age, there was
less shift to more severe limitation with in-
creasing age (tabIe 2). Within each of the three
age groups—1 7-44 years, 45-64 years, and 65
years and over–the proportions of the popula-
tion with each degree of mobility limitation
were quite similar. For instance, for persons 65
years and over, 5 out of 100 were confined to
the house, 6 per 100 had troubIe getting around
alone, and 7 per 100 needed help in getting
around.
Tables D and E present percentages of the
population with some degree of limitation of
activity or mobility. Comparing crude rates for
demographic characteristics to determine rela-
tionships of health measures among population
groups is not advisabIe without taking into
account differences in the age distributions of
the various population groups. Because of
differences in age distribution of populations,
comparisons should be made within age groups
or by using age-adjusted percentages.
Age-adjusted data can be compared directly
since the rates assume identical agc distributions
of all gi-oLIps. The standard population used in
~ge-adjLlsting these &ta by the direct me thod4
is the age distribution of the total civilian, non-
institutionaliiicd population for both sexes using
four age groups: under 17, 1744, 45-64, and 65
~he “direct method” of age adjustment is accomp-
lished by multiplying the specific rate for each age
group by the population for the corresponding age
group in the standard population. The adjusted rate is
formed by adding the resulting products for each age
group and dividing the sum by the total population that
was taken as a standard.
5.
Table D. Unadjusted and age-adjusted’ percents of population with limitation of activity due to
chronic conditions by age and selected characteristics: United States, 1972
Characteristic
Tota12 ---------------------------
g
Male -----------------------------------
Female---------------------------------
Living arrangements
Living alone---------------------------
Living with nonrelatives ---------------
Living with relatives-married----------
Living with relatives-other ------------
Family income
Less than $3,000-----------------------
$3,000-$4,999--------------------------
$5,000-$6,999--------------------------
$7,000-$9,999--------------------------
$10,000-$14,999------------------------
$15,000 or more ------------------------
Color and family income
White*-----------------------------
Less than $5,000-----------------------
$5,000 or more-------------------------
All other2-------------------------
Less than $5,000-----------------------
$5,000 or more-------------------------
Geographic region
Northeast------------------------------
North Central--------------------------
South----------------------------------
West -----------------------------------
Place of residence
All SMSA-------------------------------
,Central city-------------------------
Not central city---------------------
Outside SMSA-nonfarm-------------------
Outside SMSA-farm----------------------
12.7
13.2
12.2
29.1
16.9
15.6
7.1
30.4
21.0
13.7
10.1
7.9
7.9
12.7
27.6
9.5
12.7
1;.$
.
12.2
12.0
13.4
13.2
12.2
13.6
11.0
13.5
14.3
12.7
13.9
11.6
17.;
...
15.0
22.2
17.3
13.5
11.6
10.1
9.3
12.4
19.5
10.8
15.2
21.0
10.9
11.5
12.1
13.6
13.7
12.2
12.9
11.7
13.5
13.2
Percent
3.0
3.4
2.5
*
*
...
3.0
H
3.2
3.0
2.8
2.6
3.0
;.:
.
2.8
;:;
2.7
2.9
2.9
3.5
;::
;.;
2:4
8;3
9.4
7.3
1(3.9
9.0
;:;
15.0
12.5
9.6
;:$
6.6
8.0
13.2
7.3
10.2
21.1
22,5
19.9
28.8
32.7
19.2
28.5
49.7
33.7
24.4
19.8
15.6
12.8
20.6
41.1
17.1
26.1
42.6
15.7
18.5
19.9
23.7
22.5
19.8
21.7
18.3
24.1
21.3
43.2
47.0
40.5
41.7
50.1
42.2
48.0
52.0
45.1
39.1
37.7
34.3
34.5
42.4
48.2
36.7
51.8
55.9
39.3
39.3
41.2
47.7
44.6
40.5
41.3
39.6
47.5
47.8
lAdjusted by the direct method to the age distribution of the total civilian, noninstitutional-
ized population of the United States.
‘Includes unknown income.
Table E. Unadjusted and age-adjustedl percents of ~pulation with limitation of mobility due to
chro~ic conditions by age and selected c aracteristics: United States, 1972
Characteristic
Total* ---------------------------
Sex
—
Male -----------------------------------
Female---------------------------------
Living arrangements
Living atolls---------------------------
Living with nonrelatives ---------------
Living with relatives-married ----------
Living with relatives-other ------------
Family intone
Less than $3,000-----------------------
$3,000- 4,9’39--------------------------
i$5,000- 6,999--------------------------
$7,000-$9,999--------------------------
$10,OOC)-$14,999------------------------
$15,000 or more------------------------
Color and family income
White2-----------------------------
Less than $5,000-----------------------
$5,000 or more-------------------------
All other2-------------------------
Less than $5,000-----------------------
$5,000 or moxe -------------------------
Geographic region
Northeast ------------------- -----------
North Central--------------------------
south----------------------------------
West -------------------------- ---------
Place of residence
All Ski%-------------------------------
Central city-------------------------
Not central city---------------------
Outside SXSA-nonfann-------------------
Outside SMSA-farm----------------------
3.2
2.9
3.4
10.6
5.2
3.4
1,8
11.4
6.0
3.2
2.0
1.3
1.1
3.1
9.2
1.8
3.7
6.7
1.6
3.1
u
2.7
2.9
;:;
3.7
3.8
3.2
3.1
3.2
8.;
...
4.8
3.0
5.5
2.4
4.8
2.9
3.4
:::
3.5
Percent
0.3
0.3
0.3
*
>!:
...
0.3
*
*
o.:
0.3
*
0.3
o.;
0.4
*
-k
0.3
0.3
0.4
*
cl.3
H
0.4
*
0.9
:::
1.5
o.;
1.3
2.9
2.1
:::
0.6
0.4
0.9
2.4
0.6
1.5
4.8
12.0
3.1
8.6
17.6
16.2
18.6
18.2
24.7
14.3
25.6
23.6
15.8
15.4
13.7
14.9
14.9
17.0
13.5
14.6
?3.8
25.9
1!3.0
16.5
15.8
21.2
15.5
15.4
17.5
15.2
19.5
13.0
‘Age-adjusted, by the direct method, to the age distributionof the total civilian, noninstitu-
tionalized population of the United States.
21ncludes WIkIIOWII ‘nCome.
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and over. By using this standard population, the
age-adjusted percentages are not distorted from
the crude percentages to the extent that some
other standard population may change the
age-adjusted proportions. However, the reader
should use the age-adjusted rates only for
examination of the relationships within a given
demo graphic characteristic. The unadjusted
(crude) percentages are the actual ones, and any
quotation of percentages and age-specific rates
should be of the crude rates rather than of the
adjusted data.
A higher percentage of males have activity
limitation than do females. The most pro-
nounced difference by sex occurred among per-
sons 65 years and over. The age-adjusted rates
indicate a somewhat greater sex difference than
do the crude percentages. Examination of the
data by degree of activity limitation in table 1
reveals that the largest sex difference was among
persons unable to carry on major activity of
working, keeping house, or going to school. The
rate for males of 4.6 percent exceeded that for
females by a ratio of 3 to 1. However, for
limitation affecting amount or kind of major
activity the percentage of males is smaller than
that of females (5.4 percent for males compared
with 7.8 for females). The sex differences in
limitation of amount or kind of major activity
can be explained to some extent by differences
in the usual activity status of usually working or
usually keeping house. A person who is usually
working and becomes limited in major activity
may be able to redefine his major activity by
changing jobs and therefore no longer consider
himself Iimited in the amount or kind of major
activity. However, a female whose usual activity
is keeping house is less likely to redefine her
housework responsibilities, but rather reports
that she is limited in certain of her housework
activities.
The percentages of persons of each sex with
mobility limitations were about the same, with
or without age adjustment. There was very little
sex difference for the individuti degrees of
rnobilit$ limitation in table 2.
In the 1970 Decennial Census, a question
devoted to work disability was asked of 5
percent of the population aged 16-64 years. The
question was phrased as follows:
28a. DOCS this person have a health or
physical condition which limits the
kind or amount of work he can do at
a job?
b. Does his health or physical condition
keep him from holding any job at all?
Data obtained from these questions have been
published in a report from the 13urcal~ of the
Census, “Persons With Work Disability’>
(pC(2)6C): The results for males 45-64 years of
age may be compared directly with information
about activity limitation for this age group since
the questions in the Health Interview Survey
apply to work disability (see appendix III).
Comparison of the data for males 17-44 years is
more difficult since 16.2 percent of these per-
sons were not asked about work disability
because their usual activity status was going to
school.
The comparison between the sets of data
for the two age groups is presented on page 9.
If the reader keeps in mind the qualification
about persons 17-44 who were going to school,
it can be seen that the percentages reported in
both studies are quite similar.
Living Arrangements and Age
Persons living alone expcricncml the highest
percenta~es of limitation of activity or mobility
(tables D, E, and 3-6). ‘rhcse high rates result
from the fact that this group consists primarily
of older people. Of particular interest in these
data is the substantial numbers of persons who
are living alone and unable to carry on major
activity (6.6 percent of the 13.4 million persons)
and of those confined to the house (2.6 percent
of the total). A majority of the persons contrib-
uting to these rates were people 65 years ancl
over.
The lowest percentages of limited persons
were found among persons living with relatives
and not presently married. Since 7 out of each
10 of these persons were chilclren under 17 years
of age living with parents it is not surprising that
the percentages of limited persons were quite
small. The ku-gcr size of age-adjusted rates occurs
because t}le age-specific rates of those pm-sons
45 years or older arc taken into account in
age-adjustment.
8
.1970 Census
Percent with:
Age Population in thousands
Partial work disability Complete work disability
18-44 yezars . . . . 34,402 5.9 1.7
45-64 yf?zWS . . . . 19,780 11.8 7.2
Health Interviel
Age Population in thousands
17-44 years . . . . 37,060
45-64 years . . . . 20,046
Family Income, Color, and Age
The frequently noted inverse relationship
bctwccn annual family income and measures of
disability is again present in these data. As
family income rose, the percentage of persons
limited in activity or mobility fell (tables D, E,
and 7-10). Some portion of the differing rates is
accounted for by the substantial numbers of
oIdcr persons in the Iowcr income groups in
relation to the proportions in the higher in-
come groups. For instance, among persons
with incomes Icss than $5,000 a year, about
onc~fourth (26.4 percent) were 65 ycam of agc
and over. Among persons with family incomes of
$5,000-$9,999, about 7.7 percent were 65 years
and over, and among. persons with incomes of
$10,000 or more, about 3.3 pcrccnt were in this
agc group. Since about one-third of all persons
with limitation of activity come from this agc
group, it is not surprising to find this inverse
relationship with advance in family income.
Similarly, about half (54.3 pcrccnt) of all
persons with limi~ation of mobility arc 65 yew-s
of agc or older.
However, cliffcrcnccs in agc distribution of
income groups is not sufficient to explain the
inverse relationship since within age groups the
same phcnorncnon occurs. F.Lamination of the
age-specific pcrccntagcs shown ir tables D ancl F.
indicate this, although for the three income
Survey - 1972
Percent
Limited in amount or Unable to cary on
kind of major activity major activity
4.1
I
1.5
10.2 7.6
,groups higher than $7,000, there is less disparity
in pcrccntagcs than for the lower income groups.
The same inverse relationship with income
is present for the data for the two raciaI groups—
white and alI other (tables 11-14). However,
in the toPdI income catego~, the proportions of’
persons with activity limitation were the same
for white and alI other races (unadjusted per-
ccntagcs). When differences in age distribution
of these t~vo population groups were taken into
account, the percentage o f limited persons of
races other than white was greater than that for
white persons. However, when income and color
arc considereci, the age-adjusted percentages
with activity limitation arc more similar. Among
persons with income of $5,000 or more, the per-
centage for white persons is 10.8 and for other
races, 10.9 percent. For incomes undm- $5,000,
the cliffercncc in rates is slightly greater, 19.5 for
white and 21.0 for other races.
White persons had lower perccnt~ges of
mobility limitation, unadjusted as WCII as
age-adjusted, than did persons of other races.
This differential was still present when income
\\ras also ta~cn into account.
Geographic Distribution and Age
Persons residing in the South and Ifrcst
Regions had higher percentages of limitation of
activity duc to chronic conditions than did the
9
other regions of the United States (tables
15-1 6). Although the rates for the South and
West Regions were virtua.Hy the same, the
age-specific percentages for these regions
differed in that the observed percentages were
higher in the West Region for persons under 45
years of age, but were lower for persons 45 years
or older.
The highest rate of limitation of mobility
was reported from the South Region (tables
17- 18). Relatively more difficult y with ambula-
tion was reported among persons 45 years and
over in the South Region. This contributed to
the excess in the rate of limitation of mobility
for this region.
Larger proportions of persons living outside
metropolitan areas reported limitations of activi-
ty and mobility than did residents of the 212
standard met ropolitan statistical areas (SMSA )
defined for the 1960 decennial censuss(tables
19-22). Within the metropolitan areas higher
rates were reported for residents of central
cities than for the remainder of the metropol-
itan areas. (The central city of an SMSA is the
city or cities named in the title of the metropol-
itan area. For instance, Detroit is the central city
of the Detroit SMSA comprised of Nfacomb,
Oakland, and Wayne Counties in Michigan as
defined for the 1960 census.)
Chronic Conditions
Causing Limitation
Each person who reported some degree of
activity or mobility limitation was asked to state
the cause of the limitation; if the person report-
ed more than one chronic condition or
impairment, he was also asked to specify which
condition was the main cause of the limitation.
In the event he could not differentiate among
conditioi]s, tllc first named condition has been
classified as t!~c main cause. If the person was
unable to specify :Lnv chroilic condition as the
cause of limitation but instead stated that old
5The sampIe design in use for the Ilealth Interview
Survey during July 1962 through 1972 is based on 1960
census data. Beginning with the 1973 data collection,
the sample design is based on the 1970 census data.
age, generaldebility, or some ot.hcr c!lronic st~~tc
caused the limitation, this general state of health
was considered to be an acceptable main cause
of limitation. As stated earlier if an acute condi-
tion or another tempera-y cause, such as preg--
nancy or an injury, was reported, this condition
was not accepted as a chronic cause of
limitation, and unless the limitation was also clue
to some chronic condition, the person was classi-
fied as not Iimitc(l.
I n t hc p rcvious report on causes of
limitation for 1969-1970 (Series 10, Number
80) parallel tables for all causes an(l main cause
of limitation were presented. It was pointed out
in that report that fewer multiple causes c)f
limitation were being reported under the rede-
signed procedure o f co Ilecting data on
limitations. Therefore, for 1972, tabIes showing
causes of limitation are restricted to m~aincause
of limitation.
TabIes 23 and 24 present data for 30
‘groups of chronic diseases or impairments, and
two unspecified groups, “OId age” and “Other”
which were used when a specific condition was
not specified as the cause. The “Other” group
includes general condition, debility, and similar
generaked states of health. The 30 groups of
chronic conditions and the two unspecified
groups do not include the entire range of main
causes of limitation reported in the interview.
The 32 categories of main causes comprise about
82 percent of reported main causes of activity
limitation and 83 percent of the main causes of
mobility Iimitiation (including the figures for
which asterisks are shown).
Figures 2 and 3 show the leading main
causes of activity and mobility limitation. The
four conditions in figure 2–heart conditions,
arthritis and rheumatism, impairments (except
paralysis and absence) of lower extremities and
hips, and impairments (except paralysis) of back
or spine–were responsible f m- 36 percent of all
activity Imitations. The five conditions in figure
3–arthritis and rheumatism, impairments
(except paralysis and absence) of lower
extremities and hips, heart conditions, cercbro-
vascular disease (stroke), and paraIysis (compIctc
or partial )—caused mm-e than half of the mohili-
ty limitations.
10
25
n
. r
>0 I
Heart Arthr!tis Impairments Impairments
conditions and of lower of back
rhcu matism exrrem Itics or SPIne
and hips
NOTE: Pwct?ntaw mfcr to the number of PWO”S wdh co”ditmn pw 100 hm$t.d
Persons. For cxamPle. 11.2 pcrccnt of the 25,868,000 !,mltod persons mdtcatod
that wthr,tts and rheumahsm was the mm. caus@of hmitatlo..
Figure 2. Percent of persons with activity limitation who raported
selected chronic conditions as the main cause of their limi-
tation.
Duration of Limitation
P crsons with limitation of activity or
mobility were asked how long they had been
limited to the degree reported in the interview.
For instance, a person who was unable to work
was asked to state the lencg-th of time he had
been unable to work. He should not have report-
ed the length of time limited to a lesser degree.
However, if a person was limited in amount or
kind of major activity, but earlier in this period
of disability had ?neen unable to work, it is
Arthr@ Impairments Hean Cerebro. Parafy*,$,
and of lower cond,tmm VXuL3r COmp!ete
rheunmtsm extremities dwase or
and hrps paraa!
NOTE P.rccntagcs mf.r to number of per:.ns wdh co.ddwn per lW hmzted
per=.,.
Figure 3. Percent of persons with mobility limitation who report-
ed selected chronic conditions as the main cause of their
limitation.
probable the duration of limitation includes the
entire time he was Iimited. Table F summarizes
the data on duration of Imitation presented in
more detail by degree of limitation in tables 25
and 26. Duration of activity limitation was also
measured in 1969-70 and presented in Series 10,
Number 80. A comparison of the 1969-70 data
with that for 1972 is shown below for all Iimitctl
persons.
For 1972 the percentage of persons limited
for 1-4 years and for 5 years m- more are signif-
icantly greater than for the earlier period.
A 11 Limited Limited Limited
Period Pci-sons less than 1-4 5 years
limited 1 y~ar years or mort.-
1 Percent
1972 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100.0 10.4 39.7 45.9
1969-1970 . . . . . . . . . . . . , 100.0 9.6 38.1 43.5
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Table F. Number of persons limited in activity or mobility and percent distribution
by duration of limitation, according to age: United States, 1972
Type of limitation and age
Limitation of activity
All ages-----------------------------
Under 1.7years-----------------------------
17-44 years--------------------------------
45-64 years--------------------------------
65 years and over--------------------------
Limitation of mobility
All ages-----------------------------
Under 17 years-----------------------------
17-44 years--------------------------------
45-64 years--------------------------------
65 years and over--------------------------
Persons
limitedl Duration of limitation
Number
in
thou-
sands
25>868
1,921
6,407
8,926
8,613
6,458
193
722
2,039
3,505
Percent distribution
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
10.4
12.1
12.0
10.8
8.3
10.3
13.;
12.0
8.4
+“
43.6 38.2
35.4 48.2
3943 46.5
42.5 45.4
739.1 40.041.5 28.029.6 40.9
39.3 40.5
40.8 ,40.1
1
Includes unknown duration.
ooo—
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Table 1. Total population and number and percent distribution of persons by activity limitation status
due to chronic conditions, according to sex and age: United States, 1972
[Data orc based on household interviews of th: civiliin, noninst itutionalhed population. The surveydcaign, generalquditlcatkcn, und information on the rcliobfl-
ity of the csomatcs me given in appendix I. Defindons of terms arc gh,cn in appendk 11]
Sex and age
Both sexes
All ages ---------------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------------
17-44 years ------------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------------
65 years and over ------------------------
Male
All ages -----------------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------------
17-44 years ------------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------------
65 years and over ------------------------
Female
All ages -----------------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------------
17-44 years ------------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------------
65 years and over ------------------------
Both sexes
All ages ---------------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------------
17-44 years ------------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------------
65 years and over ------------------------
Male
All ages -----------------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------------
17-44 years ------------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------------
65 years and over ------------------------
Female
All ages -----------------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------------
17-44 years ------------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------------
65 years and over ------------------------
Total
population
With WithWith no limitation Unable to
limitation limitation, in amount
of but not in or kind of Ca:;o:
activity major
activityl major activityl
activity’
204,148
64,865
77,131
:;,;;:
,
98>445
33,037
37,060
20,046
S,301
105,704
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
Number of persons in thousands
62,944 884
70,724 2,410
33,304 1,929
11,310 1,056
85,438 I 3,142
31,919 516
33,585 1,383
15,538 930
4,397 313
92,842I 3,137
I
31,025 368
37,138 1,028
17,766 999
6,913 743
13,557
906
3,242
5,097
4,312
5,333
520
1,523
2,050
1,240
8,224
386
1,719
3,047
3,072
Percent distribution
87.3 I 3.11 6.6
97.0 1.4
91.7 ::?
78.9 4.6 1::;
56.8 5.3 21.6
86.81 3.2 I 5.4
I I
96.6 1.6
90.6 ;:;
77.5 4.6 M
53.0 3.8 14.9
87.81 3.01 7.8
6.031
131
755
1,900
3,246
4,531
82
570
1,529
2,351
1,500
1$;
371
895
3.0
0.2
1.0
12::
4.6
0.2
1.5
J:!
1.4
M
1.7
7.7
lMajor activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
NOTE : For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports on
the civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Table 2. Total population and number and percent distribution of persons by mobility limitation status due
to chronic conditions, acccmding to sex and agez United States, 1972
[Dw+ arc btiecl on household interviews of the civihan, nonmstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qusfifications, and in furm:,tion on the rekbilit y of
thccstimate saregrvc ninappendix[, Dcfinitmns ofterms arcgivc” inappcndix I1l
,
Sex and age
Both sexes
All ages ---------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------
17-44 years ------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------
65 years and over ------------------
All ages -----------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------
17-44 years ------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------
65 years and over ------------------
Female
All ages -----------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------
17-44 years ------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------
65 years and over ------------------
Both sexes
All ages ---------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------
17-44 years ------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------
65 years and over ------------------
Male
All ages -----------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------
17-44 years ------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------
65 years and over ------------------
Female
All ages -----------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------
17-44 years ------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------
65 years and o~Ter---------------.--
Total
population
With no
1imitat ion
of
mobility
II
204,148
64,865
77,131
42,229
19,924
98,445
33,037
37,060
20,046
8,301
105,704
31,827
:;,w;
11:623
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
Has
trouble
getting
aro,md
alone
Needs help in Confined to the
getting around house
I I
spe:d Another
c$f~$d c::f~dperson
Number”of persons in thwsands
197,690
64,672
76,409
40,190
16,418
95,603
32,931
36,683
19,036
6,953
102,037
31,742
39,726
21,154
9,465
96.8
99.7
99.1
95.2
82.4
97.1
99.7
99.0
95.0
83.8
96.6
99.7
99.1
95.4
81.4
2,609
3;:
1,027
1,151
1,190
1;:
525
446
1.418
1;;
501
705
==4====
44
1:’!
349 1!3
9!31 346
=-l---=
-=-l--=
Percent distribution
1.3
0.1
0.5
::$
1.2
0.1
0.5
$:
1.3
0.1
0.4
::?
0.1
t :
i : 0.3
4.9 1.7
*
o.;
o.;M’ 1.1
-=@
_l-0.; 0.:0.7 0.35.0 2.2
1,328
11:
396
787
553
k
1%
303
774
*
2;;
483
0.7
*
::;
4.0
0.6
*
::;
3.7
0.7
448
196
251
*
8;
137
0.2
0.:
0.4
1.2
0.2
*
0.;
1.3
0.2
*
0.:
1.2
NOTE : For offical population estimates for more general use , see Bureau Of the Census reports on the ci-
vilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Table 3. Total population and number of persons by activity limitation status due to chronic con-
ditions, living arrangements, a?d ag~: United States, 1972
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, nrminstituticrrmlized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and inrormaticrn on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Dcf initions of terms arc given in appendix II ]
Living arrangements and age
All arrangements
All ages---------------------
Under 17 years---------------------
17-44 years------------------------
45-64 years------------------------
65 years and over------------------
Living alo~e
All ages-----------------------
Under 17 years---------------------
17-44 years------------------------
45-64 years------------------------
65 years and over------------------
Living with nonrelative
All ages-----------------------
Under 17 years---------------------
17-44 years------------------------
45-64 years------------------------
55 years and over------------------
Living with relatives-married
All ages-----------------------
Under 17 years---------------------
17-44 years------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------
65 years and over------------------
Living with relatives-other
All ages-----------------------
Under 17 years---------------------
17-44 years------------------------
45-64 years------------------------
65 vears and over------------------
II I t I
With WithWith no
Total limitation, :n~;:;~ ~:~o:limi~;tion but
population not in
irraj or or kind of majoractivity
activityl major activityl
activityl
204.14:
64,865
77,131
42,229
19,924
13,413
3,80;
4,002
5,612
3,751
2,7::
532
425
93,947
. . .
49,845
33,681
10,421
93,031
Number of pzrso~s in thousands
178,281
62,944
70,724
33,304
11,310
9,51L
3,38;
2,851
3,272
3,116
79,269
. . .
46,019
27,224
6,025
86,385
62,894
18,821
2,870
1,801
6,279
884
2,410
1,929
1,056
827
18;
235
408
178
13:
*
*
3,332
. . .
1,378
1,481
473
1,943
884
711
190
158
13,55;
90[
3,245
5,097
4,312
2,200
16;
660
1,373
254
7,916
. . .
2,140
3,715
2,061
3,187
903
863
640
781
6,031
131
755
1,900
3,246
881
6;
256
553
204
*
6;
99
3,431
. . .
308
1,262
1,862
1,516
129
347
314
726
lMajor activity refers to ab%llty to work, keep homse
ities.
, or engage in school or preschool activ-
NOTE: For offical population estimates for more general use , see Bureau of the Census reports
on the civilian populatio~ of the ?JnitedStates in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, p-25,
and P-60.
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Table 4. Percent distribution of persons by activity limitation status due to chronic conditions,
according to living arrangements and age: united states, 1972
[Data wc bawd on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutional.d population. Thesurvey dmign,general qualifications, and information on
the reliabdity of the estimates are given in appendix L Definitions of terms arc given in appendix II]
Living arrangements and age
All arrangements
All ages-----------------.--,
Under 17 years --------------------
17-44 years-----------------------
45-64 years-----------------------
65 years and over-----------------
Living alone
All ages----------------------
Under 17 years--------------------
17-44 years-----------------------,
45-64 years------------------d----
65 years and over------------------
Living with nonrelatives
All ages-----------------------
Under 17 years--------------------
17-44 years------------------------
45-64 years-----------------------
65 years and over-----------------
Living with relatives-married
All ages----------------------,
Under 17 years--------------------,
17-44 years------------------------
45-64 years------------------------
65 years and over------------------
Living with relatives-other
All ages-----------------------
Under 17 years---------------------
17-44 years------------------------
45-64 years------------------------
65 years and over------------------
Total
population
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
. . .
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
With WithWith no limitation, limitationlimitation but not in in amount
of or kind of
activitv ‘?’:r 1 I“,.4.. . . . . . . . maior
I
Pert
87.3
97.C
91.7
78.S
56.8
70.9
89.1
71.2
58.3
83.1
94.0
91.0
67.5
49.9
84.4
. . .
92.3
80.8
57.8
92.9
97.0
90.7
71.5
52.0
c distribution
3.:
>’,
::;
7.3
4.7
3.5
. . .
:::
4.5
2.1
;::
4.7
4.6
6.6
16.4
6.8
*
1:::
22.8
8.4
. . .
l;::
19.8
3.4
::2
15.9
22.5
Unable to
carry on
rnajor
activityl
3.0
0.2
H
16.3
6.6
5.4
>Y
13.:
23.3
3.7
. . .
0.6
J:;
1.6
0.2
H
20.9
lMajor activity refers to ability to work,keep house, or engage in school or preschool,activi-
ties.
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Table 5. Total population and number of p=rsons by mobility ~imitatio~ status due to chrmoic con-
ditiom, living arrangements, and age: Unxted States, 1972
[Data arc based on household interviews of the civilian, mminst itutiona&zed population. The survey design, general quaWications, and inft,nn ation on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given m appendix 11]
Living arrangements and age
All arrangements
All ages-----------------------------
Under 17 years -----------------------------
17-44 years--------------------------------
45-64 years--------------------------------
65 years and over--------------------------
Living alone
All ages-------------------------------
Under 17 years-----------------------------
17-44 years--------------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------ --------
65 years and over--------------------- -----
Living with nonrelative
All ages-------------------------------
Under 17 years-----------------------------
17-44 year~------------------------------ -.
45-64 years ------------------ -------------
55 years and over--------------------------
Livinz with relatives-married
All ages ----------------------- --------
Under 17 years-----------------------------
17-44 years ------------------------- -------
45-54 years --------------------------------
65 years and over--------------------------
Livinz with relatives-other
All ages-------------------------------
Under 17 years-----------------------------
17-44 years--------------------------------
45-64 years--------------------------------
65 vears and over--------------------------
With no Has Needs
Total limitation tro+le hel~ in C:f~ed
population of ~::~g ge::~g
mobility house
aloae
204,1413
64,865
77,131
42,229
19,924
13.419
*
3,800
4,002
5,612
3,751
2,7::
532
425
93.947
. . .
49,845
33,681
13,421
93.031
Number of pxsons in thousands
137,690
;;,:(5:
40:190
16,418
il.995
3,74:
3,560
4,5$39
3,557
45
2,713
480
319
90,782
. . .
49,479
32,373
8,930
91.355
64,625
20,473
3,678
2,579
2,539
3;:
1,027
1,151
540
*
17;
330
67
*
*
*
*
1,405
...
210
668
527
595
1:;
162
263
2,074
2%
462
1,327
523
-k
*
4%
69
*
*
4:
905
...
2:;
527
574
!;
3;;
1,775
1;;
550
1,027
35h
k
*
59
-.%
,A-
3;
855
. . .
3::
436
507
NOTE: For official population esttinatesfor more general use , see Bureau of the Census repzmts
oa the civilian po~~lation of the United States in Current PopiilatlonReports, Series P-20, P-25,
and P-60.
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Table 6. Percent distribution of persons by mobility limitation status due to chronic conditions,
according to living arrangements and age: United states, 1972
[Datam. based on household intmwcww of the civilian, mminstitutionalized population.Thesurvey design,generalqualifications,and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix H]
Living arrangements and age
All arrangements
All ages-----------------------------
Under 17 years-----------------------------
17-44 years--------------------------------
45-64 years--------------------------------
65 years and over--------------------------
Living alone
All ages-------------------------------
Under 17 years-----------------------------
17-44 years--------------------------------
45-64 years--------------------------------
65 years and over--------------------------
Living with nonrelatives
All ages-------------------------------
Under 17 years-----------------------------
17-44 years--------------------------------
45-64 years--------------------------------
65 years and over--------------------------
Living with relatives-married
All ages-------------------------------
Under 17 years-----------------------------
17-44 years--------------------------------
45-64 years--------------------------------
65 years and over--------------------------
Living with relatives-other
All ages-------------------------------
Under 17 years-----------------------------
17-44 years--------------------------------
45-64 years--------------------------------
65 years and over--------------------------
Percent distribution
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100’.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100:0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
. . .
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
99.7 0.1
99.1 0.5
95.2 2.4
82,4 5.8
I
89.4 4.0
*
98.;
91.5 4.;
81.8 5.9
94.8 1.8
-L
90.0 *
98.9 *
90.2 *
75.1 *
96.6 1.5
. . .
99.3 “:”04
96.1 2.0
85.7 5.1
98.21 0.6
99.7 0.1
98.7
91.6 :::
74.4 7.6
1.0
0.1
0.3
1.1
6.7
3.9
*
2.;
7.7
1.8
*
*
9.:
1.0
...
0.2
0.9
5.1
0.6
0.1
0.4
1.8
9.5
0.9
.—
0.1
0.2
H
2.6
1.6
*
*
8.;
0.9
. . .
0.1
::;
0.5
*
0.4
2.5
8.5
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Table 7. Total population and number of persons by activity limitation statua due to chronic conditions, family income,
and age: United States, 1972
[D?t.arc based on household intcrvi.ws of the civilian, mminstitutiomhzcd population. The survcydesign, gmcml qualilkations, .mdinformation o“ tbc reliability 01 the estimates .Irc
given in appctxlk1.Dcfiiitions of terms arc given in appendix 11]
Family income and age
All incomesz
All ages------------------------------------------
Under 1? years------------------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------------------
45-54 years---------------------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------------------
Less than $3,000
All ages--------------------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------------------
$3,000-$4,999
All ages--------------------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------------------
65 years and comer--------------------------------------
$5,000-$6,999
AIL ages--------------------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------------------
65 years and mer---------------------------------------
$7,000-$9,999
All ages--------------------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------------------
65 years ami over---------------------------------------
$10,000-$14,999
All ages--------------------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------------------
$15,000 or more
All ages--------------------------------------------
Znder 17 years------------------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------------------
45-64 ytiars---------------------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------------------
With With1imitation Unable to
Total &::a~o. Iimitation, in ~omt
PO?Jkt ion - but not in
carry on
of
major or ‘kindof majoractivity
activity] major activityl
activity]
204,148
64,865
77,131
42,229
19,924
19,674
4,304
:,;;;
6;144
21,161
6,167
6,457
3,913
4,625
24,513
7,864
9,136
4,84$
2,669
3.4,621
11,754
1$,C&
1:911
51,074
18,277
21,253
10,001
1,542
40,933
12,782
16,715
;,:;;
,
Nui+er of persons in tfiv=sands
T
178,281 6,279
62,944 884
70,724 2,410
33,304 1,929
11,310 1,056
T
13,689 932
4,149
4,770 2%
1,818 222
2,951 385
16,715 305
5,936 90
5,651 224
2,593 210
2,537 281
21,164 712
7,615 103
8,261 314
;,::: 189
, 100
31,122 885
11,397 160
13,007 369
5,527 287
1,191 68
+
47,022 1,403
17,767 252
19,797 637
;,44: 452
> 62
*
37,756 1,256
12,448 182
15,613 515
8,;;; 4;;
13,557
906
3,242
5,097
4,312
3,0s4
3%
969
1,672
2,227
125
424
677
1,001
1.812
123
453
706
530
1,945
173
572
;3;
2,160
233
743
;;:
1>628
135
540
712
242
6,031
131
755
1,900
3,246
1,970
20;
606
1,136
1,414
*
158
433
807
826
10;
287
414
670
11;
240
293
4t39
‘Major activity rei?ersto ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschoal activities.
‘Includes unknown income.
NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Burea’Jof the Census reportson the civilian popu-
lation of the United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Table 8. Percent distribution of persons by activity limitation status due to chronic conditions, according to family
income and age: United States, 1972
[D.marcbased cm houschdd utcrt icws or the cmli,m, m,.msu t,,tiwm.h.cd pop,d.ttion. The wrvcydesign, general qualifications, nnd in formation on the reliability 01’ the estimatm arc
Ki.cn m appendix 1. Definitions “f terms arc given in appc”dix 11]
With
Total l!!~~~;%’.n ;:~~:i: limitatiOn %%;’.:Oin amount
population
major or kind of major
activity
activity ] major activity 1
activity 1
Family income and age
All incomes2
All ages ------------------------------------------
Percent distributicm
100.0 87.3
97.0
91.7
78.9
56.8
3.1 6.6 3.0
Under 17 years ------------------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------------------
45-64 years ---------------------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------------------
Less than $3,000
All ages --------------------------------------------
Under 17 years ------------------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------------------
45-64 yeara ---------------------------------------------
65 years and over ---------------------------------------
$3,000-$4,999
All ages --------------------------------------------
Under 17 years ------------------------------------------
L7-44 years ---------------------------------------------
45-64 years ---------------------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------------------
$5,000-$6,999
All ages --------------------------------------------
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
1.4
.2::
5.3
0.2
;:;
16.3
100.0 69.6 4.7 15.7 10.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
96.4
85.0
50.3
48.0
H
26.8
27.2
*
100.0 79.0 3.8 10.5 6.7
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
96.3
87.5
66.3
54.9
2.0
1;::
21.6
2.:
11.1
17.4
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
86.3
96.8
90.4
75.6
60.9
2.9
:::
3.9
3.7
7.4
Under 17 years ------------------------------------------
17-44 yeara ---------------------------------------------
45-64 years ---------------------------------------------
65 years and over ---------------------------------------
$7,000-$9,999
All ages --------------------------------------------
Under 17 years ------------------------------------------
17-44 years ---------------------------------------------
45-64 years ---------------------------------------------
65 years and over ---------------------------------------
$10,000-$14,999
All ages --------------------------------------------
Under 17 years ------------------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------------------
65 ye.r~ and ~“er ---------------------------------------
$15,000 or more
All ages --------------------------------------------
Under 17 years ------------------------------------------
17-44 years ---------------------------------------------
45-64 years ---------------------------------------------
65 years and Over ---------------------------------------
1.6
5.0
14.6
19.9
100.0 89.9 2.6 5.6 1.9
100,0
100.0
100.0
100.0
;;.;
80:2
62.3
1.4
2.6
4.2
3.6
1.5
4.1
12.2
18.8
100.0 92.1 2.7 4.2 1.0
100,0
100.0
100.0
100.0
97.2
93.1
84.4
65.7
i:;
12::
4.0100.0 92.1 3.1 0.8
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
97.4
93.4
87.2
65.5
::;
16:1
lMajor activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
‘Includes unknown income.
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Table 9. Total population and number of persons & mobility limitation status due to chronis conditions, family into-ne,
and age: United States, 1972
[DJWarcbmcd on houschokl interviews of the civilhn, noninsthution.diad pupulaion. The survry dcsi~,gcncnlqualilication% and i“ft,rnution an the rcliabdi!> uf the cmrnwes .rc
git,cn in appcndi\ I. Definitions of terms arc given m ~ppcndix 11]
Family income and age
All incomesl
All ages --------------------------------------------
Under 17 years --------------------------------------------
17-44 years -----------------------------------------------
45-64 years -----------------------------------------------
65 years and over -----------------------------------------
Less than $3,000
All ages ----------------------------------------------
Under 17 years --------------------------------------------
17-44 years -----------------------------------------------
45-64 years -----------------------------------------------
65 years and over -----------------------------------------
$3,000-$4,999
All ages ----------------------------------------------
Under 17 jears --------------------------------------------
17-44 years -----------------------------------------------
45-64 years -----------------------------------------------
65 years and over -----------------------------------------
$5,000-$6,999
All ages ----------------------------------------------
Under 17 years --------------------------------------------
17-44 years -----------------------------------------------
45-64 years -----------------------------------------------
65 years and over -----------------------------------------
$7,000-$9,999
All ages ----------------------------------------------
Under 17 years --------------------------------------------
17-44 years -----------------------------------------------
45-64 \,ears-----------------------------------------------
65 years and over -----------------------------------------
$10,000-$14,999
All ages ----------------------------------------------
Under 17 years --------------------------------------------
17-44 years -----------------------------------------------
45-64 years -----------------------------------------------
65 years and over -----------------------------------------
$15,000 or more
All ages ----------------------------------------------
Under 17 years --------------------------------------------
17-44 years -----------------------------------------------
45-64 years -----------------------------------------------
65 vears and over -----------------------------------------
1
Includes unknown income.
With no Has Needs
Total limitation trouble help in Confined
mpulation of g:::% getting to the
mobility around house
alone a1one
11 I I 1
Number of persons in thousands
204,148
T
197,690
64,865 ;5,:;;
77,131
42,229 40;190
19,924 16,413
19,674 II 17,437
4,304 4,280
5,611 5,451
3,615 3,012
6,144 4,695
6,167 6,136
6,457 6,319
3,913 3,545
4,625 3,896
24,513 23,720
+
7,854 7,842
9,136 9,042
p; ;,;;:
, ,
34>621 33,926
11,754 11,719
14,061 13,955
6,894 15,601
1,911 1,650
51,074 II 50,393
18,277 lfI,229
21,253 21,130
12,001 ;,;::
1,542 ,
40,983
L
40,521
12,782 12,760
16,715 16,651
;,;;; 9,834
, 1,276
800 I 737 I 701
>,< >,,
84 3:
272 130 2:;
434 562 454
537 378 35?
$, ,,,
49
1:: 73
290 250
334 248
,:, .,,,. >.<
48 .,!, ,,,
128
147 1$2 11:
334 196 165
*
;,,
53
81
NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reportson the civilian popu-
lation of the United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
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Table 10. Percent distribution of persons by mobility limitation status due to chronic conditions, according to family
incom,eand age: United States, 1972
[Data.*chued on hou,d,,,klinoxwcw, of th. c,vdi.in, n<,n,n.titut,,>n.tlbc<l popukon. l%. w’v.ydesign, gm.ral qualifications, and information on the rcliahility of the estimates arc
gwcn in.ppcndix I, ~cfinit~<,ns (,ltcrms~r. given in.ppendix 11]
Family income and age
All incomesl
All ages --------------------------------------------
Under 17 years --------------------------------------------
17-44 years -----------------------------------------------
45-64 years -----------------------------------------------
65 years and over -----------------------------------------
Less than $3,000
All ages----------------------------------------------
Under 17 years--------------------------------------------
17-44 years-----------------------------------------------
45-64 years-----------------------------------------------
65 years and over-----------------------------------------
$3,000-$4,999
All ages----------------------------------------------
Under 17 years--------------------------------------------
17-44 years-----------------------------------------------
45-64 years-----------------------------------------------
65 years and over-----------------------------------------
$5,000-$6,999
All ages----------------------------------------------
Under 17 years--------------------------------------------
17-44 years-----------------------------------------------
45-64 years-----------------------------------------------
65 years and over -----------------------------------------
$7,000-$9,999
All ages----------------------------------------------
Under 17 years--------------------------------------------
17-44 years-----------------------------------------------
45-64 years-----------------------------------------------
65 years and cwer-----------------------------------------
$10,000-$14,999
All ages ----------------------------------------------
Under 17 years --------------------------------------------
17-44 years -----------------------------------------------
45-64 years-----------------------------------------------
65 years and over-----------------------------------------
$15,000 or more
All ages----------------------------------------------
Under 17 years--------------------------------------------
17-44 years-----------------------------------------------
45-64 years-----------------------------------------------
65 years and over-----------------------------------------
With no Has Needs
Total limitation trouble help in Confined
population of g:;::: getting to the
mobility around house
alone alone
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
10CI.o
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
Percent distribution
96.8
99.7
99.1
95.2
82.4
88.6
99.4
97.1
83.3
76.4
96.0
99.5
97.9
90.6
84.2
96.8
99.7
99.0
94.5
84.6
98.0
99.7
99.2
95.7
86.3
98.7
99.7
99.4
97.2
85.1
98.9
1.3
M
Z.&
5.8
4.1
1.;
;::
1.4
-2
0.5
2.6
5.5
1.0
0.6
0.5
$: u
1.1 1.3
6.7 5.2
3.7 3.6
I
I
,,,
0.6 0.;
1.9 2.8
5.4 4.1
1.0 I 0.9
0.6 I 0.5
T0.4 0.33,0,;0.6 0.;6.2 4.3
>,< ,,..
,., *
0.4
7.2 3.;
‘Includes unknown income.
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Table 11. Total population and number of persons by activity limitation status, color, family in-
come, and age; United States, 1972
[Data arc based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionalized population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information un
the reliability of the estimates arc given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]
Color, family income, and age
White
All incomes2------------------
Under 17 years----------------------
17-44 years-------------------------
45-64 years-------------------------
65 years and over-------------------
Less than $5,000--------------
Under 17 years----------------------
17-44 years-------------------------
45-64 years-------------------------
65 years and over-------------------
$5,000 or more ----------------
Under 17 years----------------------
17-44 years-------------------------
45-64 years-------------------------
65 years and over-------------------
All other
All incomes2------------------
Under 17 years----------------------
17-44 years-------------------------
45-64 years-------------------------
65 years and over-------------------
Less than $5,000--------------
Under 17 years----------------------
17-44 years-------------------------
45-64 years-------------------------
65 years and over-------------------
$5,000 or more ----------------
Under 17 years----------------------
17-44 years-------------------------
45-64 years-------------------------
65 years and over-------------------
Total
population
178.727
54,828
67,620
38,104
18,174
30,650
6,278
8,881
5,966
9,524
137,778
45,475
55,527
29,520
7,.256
25,421
10,037
9,511
4,125
1,749
10,186
4,193
3,187
1,562
1,245
13,413
5,202
5,639
2,207
366
1 1 1
With WithWith no limitation, limitation Unable to
limitation
but not in in amount carry on
of
major or kind of major
activity
activityl major activityl
activityl
Number of persons in thousands
156.100
53,193
62,183
30,256
10,467
22,193
6,027
7,713
3,515
4,938
124,716
44,167
51,474
24,486
4,589
22,181
9,750
8,541
3,047
843
8,211
4,058
.2,:;;
549
12,347
5,060
5,204
1,861
222
5.721
788
2,188
1,772
973
1,470
111
403
354
601
3,999
643
1,718
1,333
305
553
267
256
;!:
11,869
747
2,695
4,520
3,907
4,295
123
527
1,300
2,345
6,971
594
2,045
2,999
1,333
1,688
159
547
577
405
1.016
5.037
5%
1,556
.2,827
2,692
.,.e
.238
797
1,640
2,091
994
20:
344
419
692
--L86256 13;347 241328 303573 237
69 *
262
191 %
50 83
lMajor aetivitY refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activ-
ities.
zIncludes unknown income-
NOTE : For official population estimates for more general use,see Bureau of the,.Censusreports
on the civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25,
and P-60.
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Table 12. Percent distribution of persons by activity limitation status due to chronic conditions,
according to color, family income, and age: United States, 1972
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionali,zed population. The survey design, genersl qualifications, and information on
thercliatrilityof thecstinmtcs are$ivcn in appendix I. Definitions of tcrmsare givcninappcndix II]
Color, family income, and age
White
All incomesz----------------
Under 17 years--------------------
17-44 years-----------------------
45-64 years-----------------------
65 years and over-----------------
Less than $5,000------------
Under 17 years--------------------
17-44 years-----------------------
45-64 years-----------------------
65 years and over-----------------
$5,000 or more --------------
Under 17 years--------------------
17-44 years-----------------------
45-64 years-----------------------
65 years and over-----------------
All other
All incomesz----------------
Under 17 years--------------------
17-44 years-----------------------
45-64 years-----------------------
65 years and over-----------------
Less than $5,0f)0------------
Under 17 years--------------------
17-44 years-----------------------
45-54 years-----------------------
65 years and over-----------------
$5,000 or more --------------
Under 17 years--------------------
17-44 years-----------------------
45-64 years-----------------------
65 years and over-----------------
II I I I
Total
population
190.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
120.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
1,30.0
100.0
100.0
100,0
100,0
100.0
100.0
With no
limitation
of
activity
With
limitation,
but not in
major
activityl
Percent distribution
_L-Withlimitation Unable toin amount carry onor kind of majormajor activity’activityl
87.3
97.0
92.0
79,4
57,6
72.4
96.0
86.8
58.9
51.8
90.5
97.1
:3.;
63:2
87.3
97.I.
89,8
73.9
48.2
80.6
96.8
85.0
57.4
44.1
92.1
97.3
92.3
84.3
60,7
3.2
u
4.7
5.4
4.8
2.9
2.2
2.6
;’C
2.9
5.0
5.2
1.9
6.6
1,4
1:::
21.5
14.0
2.0
2:::
24.6
5,1
i:+
10.2
18.4
6.6
1.6
12::
23.2
10.0
4.3
1.3
2.8
0.2
::?
15.6
8.8
*
1.5
3,9
>!:
i::
24.0
6.8
>’e
1::;
24.3
1,8
>’<
1.0
2;:?
‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activ-
ities.
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Table 13. Total population and number of persons by mobility limitation status due to chronic
conditions, color, family income, and age: United States, 1972
[Damarebasedonl,ouschoklintenicwsofthecivilian,nonhstkutkmali’zccipop~lation.The survey design, gen.@ qualifications,md informationon
thereliabilityoftheestimatesareghcnin appendix I.Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]
Color, family income, and age
White
All incomesl--------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
Less than $5,000----------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
$5,000 or more ------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
All other
All incomesl--------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
Less than $5,000----------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
$5,000 or more ------------------------
Under 17 years-----------------~!-----------
17-44 years ---------------------------------
45”-64years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
‘Includes unknown income.
With no Has Needs
Total limitation trou~le help in Confined
population of yr:~g ge;:~g to the
mobility house
alone
178.727
Number of persons in thousands
54,828
67,620
38,104
18,174
30,650
6,278
8,881
5,966
9,524
137,778
45,475
55,527
29,520
7,256
25,421
10,037
;,:;;
1;749
10,186
13,413
5,202
5,639
2,207
366
173,218
54,677
67,039
36,418
15,085
27,826
6,245
8,666
5,248
7,668
135,363
45,367
55,187
28,611
6,198
24,472
9,996
9,371
3,772
1,334
9,506
4,171
3,103
1,309
923
13,196
5,183
5,591
2,.122
300
2.213
2%
849
1,017
1,063
.>
3;;
611
1,062
1%
485
353
396
*
1%
134
274
*
1?;
113
105
-k
5:
*
1,819
69
172
397
1,181
927
*
1;!
694
799
46
103
229
421
256
*
*
1%
187
*
4:
118
55
*
*
*
*
1.478
12;
440
892
834
5:
219
551
555
*
1;;
284
298
*
1%’
135
219
*
9;
91
58
*
*
*
*
NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports
on the civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25,
and P-60.
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Table 14. Percent distribution of persons bymobility limitation status due to chronic conditions,
according to color, family income, and age: United States, 1972
[Data me based on household ,ntcrvicws of the civilian, noninstitutiomdkcd population. The survey design, general qualifications,and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I. Definitions of terms are given m appendix II]
Color, family income, and age
White
All incomes~--------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
Less than $5,000----------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
$5,000 or more------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
All other
All incomes ’--------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
Less than $5,000----------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
$5,000 or more ------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
With no Hastrouble NeedsTota1 limitation . Confinedhelp in to the
copulation of :;::$g :;::$g housemobility
alone
Percent distribution
100”01+
100.0 99.7
100.0 99.1
100.0 95.6
100.0 83.0
-1-100.0 99.5100.0 97.6100.0 88.0100.0 80.5100.0 98.2
100.0 99.8
100.0 99.4
100.0 96.9
100.0 85.4
==41 9’”3
100.0 99.6
100.0 98.5
100.0 91.4
100.0 76.3
100.0 99.5
100.0 97.4
100.0 83.8
100.0 74.1
100.0 99.6
100.0 99.1
100.0 96.1
100.0 82.0
1.2
0.1
0.4
;::
3.5
*
N
6.4
0.8
0.1
2:
4.9
1.6
*
::;
7.7
2.7
1.;
7.4
9.1
0.8
1.0
:::
1.0
6.5
3.0
9<
N
7.3
0.6
0.1
0.2
R
1.0
;?
1.:
8.3
1.8
+<
2.;
9.5
0.4
*
*
>?
*
0.8
——
——
0.;
1:3
2.7
;7<
:::
5.8
0.4
0.:
!:;
1.2
0.;
2.7
7.7
2.2
*
5.;
7.3
0.4
>’C
*
9<
*
lIncludes unknown income.
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Table 15. Total population and n~b=+of persons by activity limitation status due to ~~ronic
condif=~onss geograph~c region, and age: United States, 1972
[Data are based on household intmvtiews of the civilian, noninstitutiondked population. The survey desi&, generaf qualifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimatesaregiven in appendix L Definitions of terms are gwen in appendix H]
Geographic region and age
All regions
All ages---------------------
Under 17 years---------------------
17-44 years-.----------------------
45-64 years ------------------------
65 years and over------------------
Northeast
All ages-----------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------
17-44 years------------------------
45-64 years---------------.--------
65 years and over------------------
North Central
All ages------------------_----
Under 17 years---------------------
17-44 years------------------------
45-64 years-.----------------------
65 years and over------------------
South
All ages ------- ------- ------- --
Under 17 years---------------------
17-44 years----------------------.-
45-64 years---------.---------------
65 years and over ------------------
West
All ages - - - -- - -. ----- - --- -- - ---
Under 17 years---------------------
17-44 years----..------------------
45-64 years--------.---------------
65 years and over------------------
I I
I W+f-h I With I
With no
Total limitation &
population of
activity “la, “A
activityl
I
major
“-I
acti<ityl
activity~
I ..- -..
‘imitation limitation Unable to
t not in in amount carry on
.“.4..- or kind of ma.jor
—
Number of persons in thousands
204,148
64,865
77,131
42,229
19,924
48,011
14,334
17,575
10,918
5,184
55,974
18,270
21,023
11,174
5,507
64,128
36,036
11,616
13,975
7,350
3,095
178,281
62,944
70,724
33,304
11,310
42,171
13,949
16,180
8,895
3,148
49,267
17,745
1:,;;;
3;238
55,562
20,043
22,551
9,760
3,208
31,281
11,207
12,662
5,696
1,716
6,279
1,390
191
503
448
248
1,734
256
683
497
298
1,806
226
663
580
337
1,349
212
561
404
173
13,557
906
3,242
5,097
4,312
3,099
175
726
1,192
1,005
3,597
234
835
1,304
1,224
4,464
332
1,054
1,673
1,405
2,398
6,031
131
755
1,900
3,246
*
166
383
782
1,376
1;;
421
747
2,296
2$;
774
1,188
1,008
12;
322
529
‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house,
ities .
or engage in school or preschool activ-
NOTE : For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureauof the Census reports
on the civilian population of the fJnitedStates in Current population Reports, Series p-21),p-25
and P-60. >
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Table 16. Percent distribution of persons byactivity limitation status due to chronic conditions,
according to geographic region and age: United States, 1972
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, nomnstitutionalked population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
thcreliabihtyof thecstimatcs arcgivcn inappendix LDefinitions ofterms aregiven inappendixlI]
Geographic region and age
All regions
All ages---------------------
Under 17 years---------------------
17-44 years------------------------
45-64 years------------------------
65 years and over------------------
Northeast
All ages-----------------------
Under 17 years---------------------
17-44 years------------------------
45-64 years------------------------
6.5years and over------------------
North Central
All ages-----------------------
Under 17 years---------------------
17-44 years------------------------
45-64 years------------------------
65 years and over------------------
South
All ages-----------------------
Under 17 years---------------------
17-44 years------------------------
45-64 years------------------------
65 years and over------------------
W*
All ages-----------------------
Under 17 years---------------------
17-44 years------------------------
45-64 years------------------------
65 Vears artd oxrer------------------
lMajor activity refers to abilit~
ities.
Total
)opulation
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
130.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
109.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
With no
limitation
of
activity
With
limitation,
but not in
major
activityl
With
limitation
in amount
or kind of
major
activity’
I I
Percent distribution
87.3 I 3.1
I
87.8 2.9
I
97.3
92.1
81.5
60.7
88.0 3.1
97.1
92.0
80.1
58.8
u
4,4
5.4
T86.6 2.897.191.8 ;:;76.3 4.552.3 5.5
86.8 3,7
96.5
90.6
77.5
55.4
Unable to
carry on
major
activityl
—
T6.6 3.01.4 0.21::: R21.6 16.3
6.5 I 2.8
1.2
0.;
1$::
19.4 1;::
6.4 2.5
7.0 3.6
0.2
:::
13.1 :::
22.9 19.4
6.7 2.8
;:: 0.;
12.6
21.9 1$:;
zo work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activ-
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Table 17. Total population and n~be? of p~rsons by mobility limitation status due to chronic
conditions > geographic reg~on, and age: fJnitedStates, 1972
[Data are b.wd cm householdimtcrviewsof the civilian, nminstituticmalized population. The surwydesign, general qualifications, and infornmtion on
the reliability of the estimates arc given in appendix I. Definitions of terms arc :iwn in appendix II]
Geographic region and age
All regions
All ages ------------------------------
Under 17 yea~s ------------------------------
17-44 years ---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
Northeast
All ages --------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years ---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
North Central
All ages--------------------------------
Under 17 years ------------------------------
17-44 years.-.------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
South
All ages--------------------------------
Under 17 years ------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
~
All ages --------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years------------------------.---.----
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
II I I I
Number of persons in thousanda
204.148
64,865
77,131
42,229
19,924
48,011
14,334
17,575
10,918
5,184
55,974
18,270
21,023
11,174
5,507
64,128
20,645
24,558
12,787
6,137
36,036
-1
11,616
13,975
7,350
3,095
197,6901 2,609] 2,074
I
64,672
76,409 3;; 2%
40,190 1,027 462
16,418 1,152 1,327
14,299 *
17,387 5:
10,516 1%
4,330 234 3?;
-d---k
18,223 *
20,867 5;
10,709 2!;
4,639
101
287 378
61,659] 1,054 716
35,061 391 331
1,775
37
161
550
2,027
482
*
342
*
10;
203
699
*
253
123
NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports
on the civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25,
and P-60.
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Table 18. Percent distribution of persons by mobility limitation status due to chronic conditions,
according to geographic region and age: United States, 1972
[Datam bawd on household interviews of the civiiian, noninstitutiormfizd population. The survey design, generaf qwfifications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix I.Definitions of terms are given in appendix 11]
Geographic region and age
All re~ions
All ages------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
Northeast
All ages--------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
North Central
All ages--------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
South
All ages--------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
All ages--------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
Total
population
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100:0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
Ziiizjz
Percent distribution
96.8
99.7
99.1
95.2
82.4
96.9
99.8
98.9
96.3
83.5
97.3
99.7
99.3
95.8
84.2
96.1
99.6
99.0
93.5
78.8
97.3
99.7
99.1
95.4
84.5
1.3
0.1
0.5
2.4
5.8
1.1
*
R
4.5
1.1
-J’<
H
5.2
1.6
0.;
3.3
7.8
1.1
1.0
0.1
0.3
1.1
6.7
1.0
0.;
0.9
6.0
1.0
>’C
0.2
0.9
6.9
1.1
0.;
1.5
7.0
0.9
>k
0.3
1.0
6.6
Confined
to the
house
0.9
0.1
0.2
::2
1.0
*
::?
5.9
0.6
*
1.:
3.7
1.1
0.3
1.7
6.4
0.7
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Table 19. Total population and number of persons by activity limitation status due to chronic condi-
tions, Place of residence, and age: United States, 1972
[Dar. are basedonhouseholdhtcrvicwsofthecivilian,nonhstitutionaliiedpopulation.Tbc survcydeti~, general qusMlcations,md information on the reliabi-
lity of the estimates arc given in appendix I. Definitions of terms arc given in appendix II]
Place of residence and age
All areas
All ages ---------------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------------
17-44 years ------------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------------
65 years and over ------------------------
All SMSA
All ages -----------------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------------
17-44 years ------------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------------
65 yeara and over ------------------------
Central city
All ages-------.-----L ---------------
Under 17 years ---------------------------
17-44 years ------------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------------
65 years and over ------------------------
Not central city
All ages -----------------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------------
17-44 years ------------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------------
65 years and over ------------------------
Outside SMSA-nonfam
All ages ----- ------- -------------- ---
Under 17 years ---------------------------
17-44 years ------------------------------
45-64 years-- ----------------------- -----
65 years and over ------------------------
Outside SMSA-farm
All ages -----------------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------------
17-44 years .-------------------- ---------
45-64 years ------------------------------
65 years and over ------------------------
Total
population
204,148
64,865
77,131
42,229
19,924
131,100
40,855
50,499
27,539
12,207
57,395
16,801
21,912
12,214
6,469
73,704
24,054
28,587
15,325
5,738
64,949
21,405
24,091
lg,:$:
>
8,100
2,605
2,541
2,050
903
With WithWith no
limitation limitation, ;~:o:n
Unable to
but not in carry on
of
major or kind of major
activity
activityl major activity]
activityl
Number of persons in thousands
178,281
62,944
70,724
33,304
11,310
115,151
39,587
46,211
22,091
7,262
49,567
16,303
19>904
9,563
3,796
65,584
23,284
26,306
12,528
3,465
56,187
20,813
22,197
9,599
3,577
6,943
2,543
2,316
1,614
471
6,27!
884
2 ,41C
1,925
1,056
4,139
580
1,660
1,255
643
1,816
207
701
556
352
2,323
374
959
699
291
1,880
267
667
;;;
260
13,557
906
3,242
5,097
4,312
8,307
603
2,153
3,105
2,446
4,032
252
1,012
1,478
1,291
4,275
351
1,141
1,627
1,156
4,625
279
978
1,726
1>643
625
H;
267
223
6,031
131
755
1,900
3,246
3,503
4%
1,089
1,856
1,980
2;:
617
1,030
1,523
1:2
471
826
2,256
22;
737
1,224
272
*
*
J:
l~lajor activity refers to ability to worlc,keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
NOTE : For official population &timates for more general use,
the civilian population of the United states
see Bureau of the Census reports on
P-60.
in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25, and
33
Table 20. Percent distribution of persons by activity limitation status due to chronic conditions,
according to place of residence and age: United States, 1972
[DataArc b.scd on houschokl int ctviews of the civilian, noninst itutionalizcd population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on the reli-
abilltyof thccstimatcs arc given inappcndix I. Definitions ofterms arcgivcn inappendix IIJ
Place of residence and age
All areas
All ages ---------------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------------
17-44 years ------------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------------
65 years and over ------------------------
All SMSA
All ages -----------------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------------
17-44 years ------------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------------
65 years and over ------------------------
Central citv
All ages -----------------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------------
17-44 years ------------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------------
65 years and over ------------------------
Not central city
All ages -----------------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------------
17-44 years ------------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------------
65 years and over ------------------------
Outside SMSA-nonfarm
All ages ------------------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------------
17-44 years ------------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------------
65 years and over ------------------------
Outside SMSA-farin
All ages -----------------------------
Under 17 years ---------------------------
17-44 years ------------------------------
45-64 years ------------------------------
65 years and over ------------------------
II I I I
With WithWith no limitation Unable to
Total limitation lih)itation, in amountbut not in calcry onpopulation of or kind of major
activity major
activityl major ~ activityl
activity
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
Percent distribution
87.3
97.0
;:.;
56:8
87.8
96.9
91.5
80.2
59.5
86.4
97.0
90.8
78.3
58.7
89.0
96.8
g~.o
81.7
60.4
86.5
97.2
92.1
75.9
52.5
85.7
97.6
91.1
78.7
52.2
3.1
1.4
;:~
.
3.2
3.2
i;
4.6
5.4
3,2
1.6
;:;
2.9
1.2
:::
5.4
3.2
H
4.7
4.8
6.6
6.3
1.5
1::2
20.0
7.0
1.5
1:::
20.0
5.8
1.5
1:::
20.1
7.1
1.3
1::;
24.1
7.7
>,<
4,4
13.0
24,7
3.0
0.2
1.0
11::
2.7
0.2
:::
15.2
3.4
0.2
:::
15.9
2.1
0.2
0.6
J:i
3.5
0.2
1.0
1:::
3.4
—
1
Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 21. Total population and number of persons by mobility limitation status due to chronic
conditions place of residence and age: United Statess 1972
[D.ItIam bwd on hrwchohl interviews of the citilim, noninstitutiod.kd population. The surwyd.esign,$cnerdqualifications, and information cm
thcrcli~bility dthe estimatesarc~ivcn in appwlix 1. Dckiti(ms of tcrms:lrc :gi~cnInuppendix II]
Place of residence and age
All areas
All ages------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
All SMSA
All ages--------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
Central city
All ages --------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years ---------------------------------
45-64 years ---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
Not central city
All ages --------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
Outside SMSA-nonfarm
All ages --------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
Outside SMSA-farm
All ages--------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
With no Has Needs Confinedtro+le help in to theTotal limitation
)opulation of ~=u;:g ge:ge~g
mobility house
alone
204,148
64,865
77,131
42,229
19,924
131,100
40,855
50,499
27,539
12,207
57,395
16,801
21,912
12,214
6,469
73,704
24,054
28,587
15,325
5,738
64,949
21,405
24,091
12,640
6,813
8,100
2,605
2,541
2,050
903
Number of persons in thousands
197.69C
64,672
76,405
40,19C
16,41t
127,336
40,740
50,027
26,364
10,204
55,293
16,749
21,634
11,571
5,340
72.043
23,992
28,394
14,793
4,864
62,565
21,327
23,881
11,874
5,483
7,790
2,605
2,500
1,953
732
2.609
3::
1,027
1,151
1,449
2:!
582
605
790
12;
301
341
659
$:
2%
264
1,028
10:
394
492
132
2.074
83
203
462
1,327
1,211
1::
274
748
659
7;
147
407
552
*
13
341
772
*
1;;
508
91
*
*
7:
1.775
1::
550
1,027
1,104
11;
319
650
654
*
1;;
381
450
*
12;
269
584
*
1:;
330
87
*
*
4;
NOTE: For official population estimates for more general use, see Bureau of the Census reports
on the civilian population of the United States in Current Population Reports, Series P-20, P-25,
and P-60.
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Table 22. Percent distribution of persons bymobility limitation status due to chronic cor~ditions,
according to place of residence and age: united states,,197,2
[Data are based on household interviews of the civilian, noninstitutionali~ed population. The survey design, general qualifications, and information on
the relmbility of the estimates arc given in appendix I. Definitions of terms arc given in appendix 11]
Place of residence and age
All areas
All ages------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
All SMSA
All ages--------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
Central citv
All ages--------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
Not central city
All ages--------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
Outside SMSA-nonfarm
AIL ages--------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
Outside SMSA-farm
All ages--------------------------------
Under 17 years------------------------------
17-44 years---------------------------------
45-64 years---------------------------------
65 years and over---------------------------
Total
population
100.0
100. c
100.C
100.C
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
ZiiizEE
Percent distribution
96.8
99.7
99.1
95.2
82.4
97.1
99.7
99.1
9.5.7
83.6
96.3
99.7
98.7
94.7
82.5
97.7
99.7
99.3
96.5
84.8
96.3
99.6
99.1
93.9
80.5
96.2
100.0
98.4
95.3
81.1
1.3
%;
2.4
5.8
1.1
0.1
0.4
2.1
5.0
1.4
de
;::
5.3
0.9
0.;
M
1.6
0.:
;:;
1.6
>!<
2.;
6.o
0.1
0.3
1.0
6.1
1.1
Confined
to the
house
0.9
0.1
0.2
1.3
5.2
0.8
*
1.1
>’C
0.3
1.6
5.9
0.6
0.9
1.1
*
*
5.;
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Table 23. Number and percent distribution of persons with limitation of activity by the chronic condition reported as
the main cause of limitation, according to degree of limitation: United States, 1972
[D:,taarclnscdcmhousch,ddintctvkwsofthecivilian,no instituti,,nzlucdpopulation.Thesurveydcsi~,gcndqufifications,mdifornmtkmunthemlkbilit,ofthec,timmcxarc
wvcnh appcnclixI.Definitionsoftermsarcgiven in appendix 11]
Selected chronic conditions
Persons limited in acti,~ity--------
Tuberculosis, all fOmS--------.---------
Malignant neoplasms----------------------
Benign and unspecified neoplasms---------
Diabetes---------------------------------
Mental and nervous conditions------------
Heart conditions-------------------------
Cerebrovascular disease------------------
Hypertension without heart involvement---
Varicose veins---------------------------
Hemorrhoids------------------------------
Other conditions of circulatory system---
Chronic bronchitis-----------------------
Emphysema--------------------------------
Asthma, with or without hay fever--------
Hay fever, without asthma----------------
Chronic sinusitis------------------------
Other conditions of respiratory system---
Peptic ulcer-----------------------------
Hernia-----------------------------------
Other conditions of digestive system-----
Diseases of kidney and ureter------------
Other conditions of genitourinary systsm-
Arthritis and rheumatism-----------------
Other musculoskeletal disorders----------
Visual impairments-----------------------
Hearing impairments----------------------
Paralysis, complete or partiaL-----------
Impairments (except paralysis) of back
or spine--------------------------------
Impairments (except paralysis and absence)
of upper extremities and shoulders------
Impairments (except paralysis and absence)
of lower extremities and hips-----------
Condition nnt specified:
Old age (65 years and over)------------
Other----------------------------------
All
egrees
of
ctivity
imita-
tion
With
limita-
tion,
but
not in
major
activ-
ityl
With
lirsita-
tion in
amount
or kind
of major
activ-
ity]
Unable
to
‘carry
on
major
activ-
ityl
II I I
Number of persons in thousands
25,868
96
279
148
612
945
3,478
604
739
199
44
496
147
473
952
152
49
344
264
375
404
142
314
2,903
1,294
589
446
510
1,494
382
1,516
711
147
6 279
-
*
-2
.J
156
187
495
40
161
45
*
86
$,
54
399
83
*
68
65
74
91
>,,
66
574
345
194
260
117
440
140
586I
681
$<
13,557
46
136
87
299
456
1,958
198
462
128
~<
243
96
198
464
67
>+
159
139
255
206
88
211
1,722
757
219
152
/?03
900
202
624
425
98
Q33J
41
113
.:.
156
302
1,024
367
117
.~
*
167
*
221
90
*
*
117
61
47
107
*
38
607
192
175
*
190
155
40
306
219
*
All
ieg;~s
lctivity
limita-
tion
100.0
0.4
1.1
0.6
2.4
3.7
13.4
2.3
2.9
0.8
0.2
1.9
0.6
1.8
3.7
0.6
0.2
1.3
1.0
1.4
1.6
0.5
1.2
11.2
5.0
2.3
1.7
2.0
5.8
1.5
5.9
2.7
0.6
—
With
limita-
tion,
but
not in
major
activ-
ityl
With
limita-
tion in
anmunt
or kind
of major
activ-
ityl
Percent distribution
100. C—
*
*
*
2.5
3.0
7.9
0.6
2.6
0.7
*
1.4
*
0.9
6.4
1.3
>!
1.1
1.0
1.2
1.4
>k
1.1
9.1
5.5
3.1
4.1
1.9
7.0
2.2
9.3
1.1
*
100.0—
0.3
1.0
0.6
2.2
3.4
14.4
1.5
3.4
0.9
*
L.8
0.7
1.5
3.4
0.5
*
1.2
1.0
1.9
1.5
0.6
1.6
12.7
5.6
1.6
1.1
1.5
6.6
1.5
4.6
3.1
0.7
—
Unable
to
carry
on
msjor
activ-
ityl
100.0—
0.7
1.9
*
2.6
5.0
17.0
6.1
1.9
*
*
2.8
*
3.7
1.5
*
*
1.9
1.0
0.8
1.8
*
0.6
10.1
3.2
2.9
*
3.2
2.6
0.7
5.1
3.6
*
1
Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house, or engage in school or preschool activities.
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Table 24. Number and p~rcent distribution of persons with limitation of mobility by the chronic condition reported as
the main cause of limitation, according to degree of limitation: United States. 1972
[D.t. .rc b.scd ,,. I>ousch<>klmtmwcws <,1 the CI,IIM., )>t,n>nstit~,t,<,n,tlt~.<1p<,p.l,,ti<,t,, The survcydcsip, general qu.dificatioq and mlormatmn o; the r.lmbliity or th. estimates am
Vv.. ,,l.PP.. d!.!. Dcrin, uc>nsnf tmmsarcgi,,en mappc.dix11]
Selected chronic conditions
Persons limited in mobility --------
Tuberculosis, all fores ------------------
Malignant neoplasms ----------------------
Benign and unspecified neoplasms ---------
Diabetes---------------------------------
Mental and nervous conditions------------
Heart conditions -------------------------
Cerebrovascular disease------------------
Hypertension without heart involvement---
Varicose veins---------------------------
Hemorrhoids ------------------------------
Other conditions of circulatory system---
Chronic bronchitis -----------------------
Emphysem --------------------------------
Asthma, with or without hay fever--------
Hay fever, without asttia-------_-------.
Chronic sinusitis------------------------
Other conditions of respiratory sYstem---
Peptic ulcer-----------------------------
Hernia -----------------------------------
Other conditions of digestive system-----
Diseases of kidney and ureter------------
Other conditions of genitourinary system-
Arthritis and rhe~atism -----------------
Other musculoskeletal disorders----------
Visual tipaiments -----------------------
Hearing impaiments ----------------------
Paralysis, complete or partial -----------
Impairments (except paralysis) of back
or spine--------------------------------
Impairments (except paralysis and ab-
sence) of upper extremities and
shoulders-------------------------------
Impairments (except paralysis and ab-
sence) of lower extremities and
hips------------------------------------
Condition not specified:
Old age (65 years and over)------------
Ocher----------------------------------
All
degrees
of
mobil-
ity
limita-
tion
Has
tmuble
getting
around
alone
Needs
help in
gettin.g
Confine<
to the
house
Number of persons in thousands
6,458
>,,
102
>,,
105
119
565
404
105
45
>,,
187
,,(
147
64
>*
.*
42
.,,,
?Y
54
..,,
~
1,431
244
200
>,,
288
163
Y:
697
149
?.(
2>074
.,,>.
-2
~
>,,
.:
81
135
i-
..
?:
48
>k
,!-
$<
$,
?’,
,,,
,!,.
.A
-i
,,,.
.2
512
67
97
.2
137
49
,,,
310
66
>:-
1,775
All
!egrees Has
of Needs
mobil- g:g help in C;;f~d
ity around getting house
imita- alone around
tion
100.0
>,<
1.6
,.<
1.6
1.8
8.7
6.3
1.6
0.7
;~
2.9
-k
2.3
1.0
;,>.
>,<
0.7
.2
,!,
0.8
>.,
>,,
22.2
3.8
3.1
>:
4.4
2.5
>,,
10.8
2.3
9<
Percent distribtuion
100.0
.2
*
;,
1.7
1.6
7.8
4.4
2.0
.2
>,,
3.6
,?
2.7
,*
,?
,!-
>,,
>:
+,
?,
,,..
,?
25.8
5.2
2.2
9:
3.1
3.5
$,
10.8
1.7
>?
100.0
9<
,!,
*
*
>k
3.9
6.5
-A
>,,
.,,,
2.3
,,<
*
>,,
>?
$,
,!,.
>!<
,!,
>,,
3,
,,<
24.7
3.2
4.7
.A
6.6
2.4
>,,
14.9
3.2
?,
100.0
>,<
3.2
,,,
>k
3.8
15.8
8.6
,*
~,
>,?
2.5
9<
3.9
2.3
>?
*
.*
9<
>,,
.*
>,(
>,,
13.8
2.4
2.6
,!<
4.0
*
*
6.0
2.2
-i
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Table 25. Number and percent distribution of persons with limitation of activity due to chronic
conditions by duration of limitation, according to degree of limitation and age: United States,
1972
[Dam are bwccl nrr lwuschrdcl interviews of the civilisn, rrrminstitutionakzed population. The survcydesign, general quaMications, and information on
the reliability of the estimates arc given in appendix I. Definitions of terms arc given in append ix H]
Degree of limitation and
age
,All limited persons
All ages-------------
Under 17 years-------------
17-44 years----------------
45-64 years ----------------
65 years and over ----------
Unable to carry on maior
+ctivityL
All ages ---------------
Under 17 years -------------
17-44 years ----------------
45-64 years ----------------
65 years and over ----------
Limited in amount or.kind
of major activityz
All ages ---------------
Under 17 years -------------
17-44 years ----------------
45-64 years----------------
65 years and over ----------
Limited. but not in rrraior
activity2
All ages ---------------
Under 17 years -------------
17-44 years----------------
45-64 years ----------------
65 years and over----------
lIncludes unknown duration.
Persons
limited
in
activityl
Duration of
limitation
I I
1
Less ~ -4 5
than years
1 year years or
more
Number of persons in thousands
25.868
1,921
6,407
8,926
8,613
6,031
131
755
1>900
3,246
13,557
906
3,242
5,097
4,312
6,279
884
2,410
1,929
1,056
2,679
232
771
961
714
717
12:
253
278
1,475
104
437
567
367
486
86
191
141
68
10.273
837
2,268
3,508
3,660
2,384
2:;
819
1,229
5,912
498
1,218
2,124
2,072
1,976
292
761
564
359
11.881
734
3,086
4,14E
3,912
2,844
3::
805
1,684
5,947
276
1,553
2,352
1,765
3,090
417
1,219
991
463
Duration of
limitation
‘n1mPersonslimitedactivity
year more
Percent distribution
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
10.4
12.1
12.(
10.E
8.3
11.s
32.E
18.5
13.3
8.6
10.9
11.5
13.5
11.1
8.5
7.7
9.7
7.9
::2
39.7
43.6
35.4
39.3
42.5
39.5
35.9
38.3
43.1
37.9
43.6
55.0
37.6
41.7
48.1
31.5
33.0
31.6
29.2
34.0
45.9
38.2
48.2
46.5
45.4
47.2
31.3
41.6
42.4
51.9
43.9
30.5
47.9
46.1
40.9
49.2
47.2
50.6
51.4
43.8
‘Major activity refers to ability to work, keep house , or engage in school or preschool activi-
ties.
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Table 26. Number and percent distribution of persons with limitation of mobility due to chronic
conditions by duration of limitation
1972
, according to degree of limitation and age: UniteclStates,
[Data are based on houscl,okl intervic ws of the civilian, nonmstl tutiwuihccl populat ion. The survey clcsign, :cncral qualifications;md information on
the reliability of the estimates are given in appendix 1. Definitions of terms are given in appendix II]
Persons
limited
in
mobility]
Persona
limited
in
mobility’
Duration of
limitation
11
Less 5
than 1-4
1
years
years or
year more
Duration of
limitation
SEE
Degree of limitation and
age
All limited persons
All ages -------------
Number of persons in thousands Percent distribution
6,458 667
10:
244
294
217
2,525
2:;
802
1,430
692
*
2;;
402
772
*
1%
531
1,061
11;
426
497
2,581
‘54
295
825
1,407
745
*
2:;
447
886
100.0 39.1
41.5
29.6
39.3
40.8
39.0
40.0
28.0
40.9
40.5
40.1
42.0
Under 17 years-------------
17-44 years----------------
45-64 years----------------
65 years and over----------
193
722
2,039
3,505
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
13.;
12.0
8.4
12.2
Confined to the house
All ages --------------- 1,775 100.0
Under 17 years-------------
17-44 years----------------
45-64 years----------------
65 years and over----------
1:;
550
1,027
*
*
11:
205
*
*
1:;
246
*
1;:
71
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
*
14.;
10.3
9.9
*
11.:
8.8
9.4
30.:
40.2
39.1
37.2
25.:
33.5
40.0
40.7
47.;
39.5
43.5
42.7
53.;
49.1
39.5
36.4
31.;
37.1
37.9
Needs help in ,gettin~
around
All ages--------------- 2,074 100.0
Under 17 years-------------
17-44 years----------------
45-64 years ----------------
65 years and over----------
2%
462
10;
227
524
949
11;
381
436
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.01,327
Has trouble getting around
alone
All agea--------------- 2.609 100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
100.0
Under 17 years------------
17-44 years---------------
45-64 years---------------
65 years and over---------
3;;
1,027
1,151
14.:
11.1
6.2
31.;
41.5
43.2
l~nclude~ unkno~ duration.
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APPENDIX I
TECHNICAL NOTES ON METHODS
Background of This Report
This report is one of a series of statistical
reports prepared by the National Center for
Health Statistics (NCHS). It is based on infor-
mation collected in a ~ontinuing nationwide
sample of households in the Health Interview
Survey (HIS).
The Health Interview Survey utilizes a
questionnaire which obtains information on per-
sonal and demographic characteristics, illnesses,
injuries, impairments, chronic conditions, and
other heaIth topics. As data relating to each of
these various broad topics are tabulated and
analyzed, separate reports are issued which cover
one or more of the specific topics. The present
report is based on data collected in household
interviews during 1972.
The population covered by the sample for
the Health Interview Survey is the civilian, non-
institutionalized population of the United States
living at the time of the interview. The sample
does not include members of the Armed Forces
or TJ.S. nationals living in foreign countries. It
should also be noted that the estimates shown
do not represent a complete measure of any
given topic during the specified calendar period
since data are not collected in the interview for
persons who died during the reference period.
For many types of statistics collected in the sur-
vey, the reference period covers the 2 weeks
prior to the interview week. For such a short
period, the contribution by decedents to a total
inventory of conditions or services should be
very small. However, the contribution by de-
cedents during a long reference period (e.g., 1
year) might be sizable, especially for older
persons.
Statistical Design of the
Health Interview Survey
General plan---The sampling plan of the
survey follows a multistage probability design
which permits a continuous sampling of the
civiIian, n(minstitutionalized population of the
United States. The sample is designed in such a
way that the sample of households interviewed
each week is representative of the target populit-
tion and that ~veekly samples arc additi~’e over
time. This feature of the design permits both
continuous measurement of characteristics of
sanlpIes and more detailed analysis of less conl-
mon chamcteristics and smaller categories of
health-related items. The continuous collection
has administrative and operational advantages M
well as technical assets since it permits fieldwork
to be handled with an experienced, stable staff.
The overall sample was desihmed so that
tabulations can be provided for each of the four
major geographic regions and for urban and rural
sectors of the United States.
The first stage of the sample design consists
of drawing a sample of 357 primary sampling
units (PSU’5) from approximately 1,900 geo-
graphically defined PSU’S. A PSU consists of a
county, a small group of contiguous counties, or
a standard metropolitan statistical area. The
PSU’S collectively cover the 50 States and the
District of Columbia.
With no loss in general understanding, the
remaining stages can be combined and treated in
this discussion as an ultimate stage. Within
PSU’S, then, ultimate stage units called segments
are defined in such a manner that each segment
contains an expected six households. Three gen-
eral types of segments are used:
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.\rea segments
List segments,
frame.
which are defined geographically.
using 1960 census registers as the
Permit segments, using updated lists of building
permits issued in sanlple I%U’S since 1960.
Census address listings were used for all areas of
the country where addresses were welI defined
and could be used to locate housing units. In
general the list frame included the larger urban
areas of the United States from which about
two-thirds of the HIS sample was selected.
The usual HIS sample consists of approxi-
mately 8,000 segments containing 57,000 as-
signed households, of which 11,000 were vacant,
demolished, or occupied by persons not in the
scope of the survey. The 46,000 eligible oc-
cupied households yield a probability sample of
about 134,000 persons in 44,000 interviewed
households in a year.
Descriptive material on data collection,
field procedures, and questionnaire development
in the HIS has been published* as well as a de-
tailed description of the sample designz and a
report on the estimation procedure and the
method used to calculate sampling errors of esti-
mates derived from the survey.e
6National Center for Heafth Statistics: Health
survey procedure: concepts, questionnaire development,
and definitions in the Health Interview Survey. Vital and
Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Series l-No. 2.
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government
Printing Office, May 1964.
7U.S. National Health Survey: The statistical de-
sign of the health household interview survey. Health
Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 584-AZ. Public Health Service.
Washington, D. C., July 1958,
8Natjona] Center for Health Statistics: Esti-
mation and sampling variance in the Health Interview
Survey. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series 2-No. 38. Public Health Service. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, June 1970.
Collection of data. –l?ield operations for
the survey are performed by the IJ.S. Bureau of
the Census under specifications established by
the National Center for Health Statistics. In ac-
cordance with these specifications the Bureau of
the Census participates in survey planning, se-
lects the sample, and conducts the field inter-
viewing as an agent of NCHS. The data are
coded, edited, and tabulated by NCHS,
Estimating procedures. --Since the design of
the HIS is a complex multistage probability
sample, it is necessary to use complex pro-
cedures in the derivation of estimates. Fouf
basic operations are involved:
1.
2.
3.
4.
to
of
Inflation by th(’ reciprocal of the probability
of selection. --The probability of selection is
the product of the probabilities of selection
from each step of selection in the design
(PSU, segment, and household).
Nonresponse adjustment. –The estimates are
inflated by a multiplication factor which has
as its numerator the number of sample house-
holds in a given segment and as its c[enomina-
tor the number of households interviewed in
that segment.
First -s tage ratio adjustment. –Sampling
theory indicates that the use of auxiliary in-
formation which is highly correlated with the
variables being estimated improves the re-
liability of the estimates. To reduce the vari-
ability between PSU’S within a region, the
estimates are ratio adjusted to the 1960
populations within six color-residence classes.
Posts gratification by age-s ex-color. –The esti-
mates are ratio adjusted within each of 60
age-sex-color cells to an independent estimate
of the population of each cell for tlhe survey
period. These independent estimates are pre-
pared by the Bureau of the Census. Both the
first-stage and poststratified ratio adjust-
ments take the form of multiplication factors
applied to the weight of each elementary unit
(person, househoId, condition, and
hospitalization).
The effect of the ratio-estimating process is
make the sample more closely representative
the civilian, noninstitutionalized population
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by age sex, coIor, and residence, which thereby
reduces sampling variance.
As noted, each week’s sample represents
the population living during that week and char-
acteristics of the population. Consolidation of
samples over a time period, e.g., a calendar
quarter, produces estimates of average character-
istics of the U.S. population for the calendar
quarter. Similarly, population data for a year are
averages of the four quarterly figures.
For prevalence statistics, such as number of
persons with speech impairments or number of
persons classified by time interwd since last
physician visit, figures are first calculated for
each calendar quarter by averaging estimates for
all weeks of interviewing in the quarter. Prev-
alence data for a year are then obtained by
averaging the four quarterly figures.
For other types of statistics–namely those
measuring the number of occurrences during a
specified time period-such as incidence of acute
conditions, number of disability days, or num-
ber of visits to a doctor or dentist, a similar
computational procedure is used, but the statis-
tics are interpreted differently. For these items,
the questionnaire asks for the respondent’s ex-
perience over the 2 calendar weeks prior to the
week of interview. In such instances the esti-
mated quarterly total for the statistic is 6.5
times the average 2-week estimate produced by
the 13 successive samples taken during the
period. The annual total is the sum of the four
quarters. Thus the experience of persons inter-
viewed durz”ng a y ear7experience which actually
occurred for each person in a 2-calendar-week
interval prior to week of interview-is treated as
though it measured the total of such experience
durz”ng the year. Such interpretation leads to no
significant bias.
General Qualifications
Aronresponse. - Data were adjusted for non-
response by a procedure which imputes to per-
sons in a household which was not interviewed
the characteristics of persons in households in
the same segment which were interviewed. The
total noninterview rate, the ratio of the total
noninterviewed eligible households to the total
eligible households, was 3.6 percent, including a
1.1 -percent refusal rate with the remainder pri-
marily due to the Failure to find an eligible re-
spondent at home after repeated calls.
Th c interview process--- The statistics pre-
sented in this report are based on replies ob-
tained in interviews with persons in the sample
households. Each person 19 years of age and
over present at the timekof interview was inter-
viewed individually. For children and for adults
not present in the home at the time of the inter-
view, the information was obtained from a re-
lated househoId member such as a spouse or the
mother of a child.
There are limitations to the accuracy of
diagnostic and other information collected in
household interviews. For diagnostic infor-
mation, the household respondent can usually
pass on to the interviewer only the information
the physician has given to the family. For condi-
tions not medically attended, diagnostic infor-
mation is often no more than a description of
symptoms. However, other facts, such as the
number of disability days caused by the condi-
tion, can be obtained more accurately from
household members than from any other source
since only the persons concerned are in a posi-
tion to report this information.
Rounding of numbers.–The original tabula-
tions on which the data in this report are based
show all estimates to the nearest whole unit. AII
consolidations were made from the orig-hd
tabulations using the estimates to the nearest
unit. In the final published tables, the figures are
rounded to the nearest thousand, although these
are not necessarily accurate to ~hat detail. De-
vised statistics such as rates and percent dktri-
butions m-e computed after the estimates on
which these are based have been rounded to the
nearest thousand.
Population jigures. –Some of the published
tables include population figures for specified
categories. Except for certain overall totals by
age, sex, and color, which are adjusted to in-
dependent estimates, these figures are based on
the sample of households in the HIS. These are
given primarily to provide denominators for rate
computation, and for this purpose are more ap-
propriate for use with the accompanying meas-
ures of health characteristics than other popula-
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tion data that may be available. With the excep-
tion of the overall totals by age, sex, and color
mentioned above, the population figures differ
from figures (which are derived from different
sources) published in reports of the Bureau of
the Census. Official population estimates are
presented in Bureau of the Census reports in
Series P-20, P-25, and P-60.
Reliability of Estimates
Since the statistics presented in this report
m-e based on a sample, they will differ somewhat
from the figures that would have been obtained
if a complete census had been taken using the
same schedules, instructions, and interviewing
personnel and procedures.
As in any survey, the results are also sub-
ject to reporting and processing errors and errors
due to nonresponse. To the extent possible,
these types of errors were kept to a minimum by
methods built into survey procedures. Although
it is very difficult to measure the extent of bias
in the Health Interview Survey, a number of
studies have been conducted to study this prob-
lem. The results have been published in several
reportsf-lz
The standard error is primarily a measure
of sampling variability, that is, the variations
that might occur by chance because only a
sample of the population k surveyed. As calcu-
lated for this report, the standard
fleets part of the variation which
measurement process. It does not
error also re-
arises in the
include esti-
mates of any biases which might be in the data.
The chances are about 68 out of 100 that an
estimate from the sample would differ from a
complete census by less than the standard error.
The chances are about 95 out of 100 that the
difference would be less than twice the standard
error and about 99 out of 100 that it would be
less than 2?A times as large.
The relative standard error of an estimate is
obtained by dividing the standard error of the
estimate by the estimate itself and is expressed
as a percentage of the estimate. For this report,
asterisks are shown for any cell with more than a
30-percent relative standard error. Included in
this appendix are charts from which the relative
standard errors can be determined for estimates
shown in the report. In order to derive relative
errors which would be applicable to a wide vari-
ety of health statistics and which could be pre-
pared at a moderate cost, a number of approxi-
mations were required. As a result, the charts
provide an estimate of the approximate relative
standard error rather than the precise error for
any specific aggregate or percentage.
Three classes of statistics for the health sur-
vey are identified for purposes of estimating
variances.
$’National Center for Health Statistics: Health in-
terview responses compared with medical records. Vital
and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Series 2-No. 7.
Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government
‘nntinhoff~e’July 1965”National Center for Health Statistics: Compar-
ison of hospitalization reporting in three survey proce-
dures. Vital and Health Statistics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series 2-No. 8. Public Health Service. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, July 1965.
llNational Center for Health Statistics: Interview
data on chronic conditions compared with information
derived fro m medical records. Vital and Health
Statistics. PHS Pub. No. 1000-Series 2-No. 23. Public
Health Service. Washington. U.S. Government Printing
Office, May 1967.
12Nation~ Center for Health Statistics: The influ-
ence of interviewer and respondent psychological and
behavioral variables on the reporting in household inter-
views. Vital and Health Stat&tics. PHS Pub. No.
1000-Series 2-No. 26. Public Health Service. Washington.
U.S. Government Printing Office, Mar. 1968.
Narrow rarzge. -This class consists of (1) sta-
tistics which estimate a population attribute,
e.g., the number of persons in a particular in-
come group, and (2) statistics for which the
measure for a single individual during the refer-
ence period used in data collection is usually
either O or 1 or on occasion may take on the
value 2 or very rarely 3.
Ilfedium rarzge. -This class c(msists of other sta-
tistics for which the measure for a single indi-
vidual during the reference period used in data
collection will rarely lie outside the range O to 5.
Wide range. –This class consists of statistics for
which the measure for a single individual during
the reference period used in data collection can
range from O to a number in excess of 5, e.g.,
the number of days of bed disability.
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In addition to classifying variables accord-
ing to whether they are narrow-, medium-, or
wide-range, statistics in the survey are further
defined as:
Type .4. Statistics on prevalence and incidence
for which the period of reference in the
questionnaire is 12 months.
Type B. Incidence-type statistics for which the
period of reference in the questionnaire
is 2 weeks.
Type C. Statistics for which the re-ference pe-
riod is 6 months.
Only the charts on sampling error appli-
cable to data contained in this report are
presented.
General rules for determining relative sam-
pling errors.-The “guide” on page 4.6, to-
gether with the following rules, will enable the
reader to determine approximate relative stand-
ard errors from the charts for estimates pre-
sented in this report.
Rule 1.
Rule 2.
Rule 3.
Estimates of aggregates: Approximate
relative standard errors for estimates of
aggregates such as the number of per-
sons with a given characteristic are ob-
tained from appropriate curves on
page 47. The number of persons in
the total U.S. population or in an age-
sex-color class of the total population is
adjusted to official Bureau of the Cen-
sus figures and is not subject to sam-
pling error.
Estimates of percentages in a percent
distribution: Relative standard errors
for percentages in a percent distribution
of a total are obtained from appropriate
curves on page 48. For values which
do not fall on one of the curves pre-
sented in the chart, visual interpolation
will provide a satisfactory
approximation.
Estimates of rates where the numerator
is a, subclass of the denominator: This
rule applies for prevalence rates or
where a unit of the numerator occurs,
with few exceptions, onIy once in the
RuIe 4.
year for any one unit in the denomi-
nator. For example, in computing the
rate of visual impairments per 1,000
population, the numerator consisting of
persons w“th the impairment is a sub-
class of the denominator, which in-
cludes aI1 persons in the poptdation.
Such rates if converted to rates per 100
may be treated as though they were per-
centages and the relative standard errors
obtained from the chart P4AN-M. Rates
per 1,000, or on any other base, must
first be converted to rates per 100; then
the percentage chart will provide the
relative standard error per 100.
Estimates of rates where the numerator
is not a subclass of the denominator:
This rule applies where a unit of the
numerator often occurs more than once
for any one unit in the denominator.
For example, in the computation of the
number of persons injured per 100 cur-
rently employed persons per year, it is
possible that a person in the denomi-
nator could have sustained more than
one of the injuries included in the nu-
merator. Approximate relative standard
errors for rates of this kind may be
computed as foIlows:
(a)
(b)
Where the denominator is the total
U.S. population or incIudes all per-
sons in one or more of the age-sex-
color groups of the total popu-
lation, the relative error of the rate
is equivalent to the relative error of
the numerator, which can be ob-
tained directly from the appro-
priate chart.
In other cases the relative standard
error of the numerator and of the
denominator can be obtained from
the appropriate curve. Square each
of these relative errors, add the re-
sulting values, and extract the
square root of the sum. This pro-
ce dure will result in an upper
bound on the standard error and of-
ten wiII overstate the error.
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Rule 5, Estimates of difference between two where X, is the estimate for class 1, X9
statistics (m-can, - ‘rate, total, etc.): The
standard error of a difference is approx-
imately the square root of the sum of
the squares of each standard error con-
sidered separately. A formula for the
standard error of a difference,
d = .Y, – .Y,,
.
is
. .
is the estimate for class 2, and VX1 and
v~* are the relative errors of Xl and
X2 respectively. This formula wiIl
represent the actual standard error quite
accurately for the difference between
separate and unc~rrelated character-
istics although it is only a rough approx-
imation in most other cases. The rela-
tive standard error of each estimate
involved in such a difference cars be de-
termined by one of the four rules
above, whichever is appropriate.
Guide to Use of Relative Standard Error Charts
The code shown below identifies the ap- (1) A = aggregate, P = percentage; (2!) the num-
propriate curve to be used in estimating the rela- ber of calendar quarters of data collection; (3)
tive standard error of the statistic described. The the type of statistic as described on page 45; and
four components of each code describe the sta- (4) the range of the statistic as described on
tistic as f~llows: page 44. -
Statwtic
Number of:
Persons in the U.S. population or in any age-sex-color catagory . .
thereof . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Persons with limitation of activity and mobility by characteristic .
Persons in any other population group . . . . . . . .
Chronic conditions, by type . . , . . . .
Percentage distribution of:
Persons with Imitation of actwlty and mobility by characteristic
Chronic conditions, by type . . . . . . . .
Number of chronic conditions per person in the U.S. population or
any age-sex-color group thereof . . . . . . . . .
Number of chronic conditions per person in any other population
group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Rule
1
1
1
2
2
4(a)
4(b)
Use:
Code
t-
On Page
I
Vot subject to sampling error
I
A8AN
I
47
A8AN I 47
A8AN 47
P8AN-M 48
P8AN-M 48
A8AM I 47
Numer.: A8AM
L
47
Denom.: A8AN 47
000
Relative standard errors for aggregates based on eight quarters of data collection
for data of all types and ranges
100
I t
100. ... . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . .. .. . . . . . . .,...,
. ....- —., ... . ,,. ... ,,, . . . . . . . ... .. .... . .. ,,. I t..—. . . . 1 1 1. . ..[. [ 1 1.1 1 1 -——.-— . . .-. . ,. -..
T. . . . ... ,- ,
w x 1 I I I I I I I I I I .!
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
-.. . . . . ..— . .
~~ Code: ,48BW -Type B data,Wide range\,ariable ““””t~—i’””! I {“i’{’tnw LJ
.9
.A8Bhl-Type B data,hlediumrangevariable.,,.~::::;...~,], l ! !!’ !“%4 !-
.8 A&BN -Type B data,Narrow rangevariable!....{--.{...I
.7 ..
.3 ..:; # I
... ::, .,::
;::{. ,: ;{:,
. . . . . . 111 I ~., ,., II II I:.... . ] I I
.,...,.J:::,,,:: ,: .::. . . . . . . . . ::
~.:. /’!:! ! !! .“. . . . . . . . . .,. . . . . :, ,.. , ., ,:, : ‘Ill.:. ... I 1111
.
ioo 1:000 1;,000 100,000
Size of estimate (in thousands)
1
Example of use of chart: An aggregate of 5,000,000 (on scale at bottom of chart) for a
Narrow range type A statistic (code: A8AN) has a relative standard error of 1.9 percent,
read from scale at left side of chart, or a standard error of 95,000 (1. 9 percent of
5,000 ,000). For a. Wide range type B statistic (code: A8BW) , an aggregate of 10,000,000
has a relative errOr Of 9.3 percent or a standard error of 930,000 (9.3 percent of
10,000,000).
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Relative standard errors for percentages based on eight quarters of data collec~ion
for type A data, Narrow and Medium ra.lge
(Base of percentage shown on curves in millions)
al
.5
u
3
2
,.,-.-,...
+!tlT1’—-—..
I -L I w 1 I I 1 ! I I
-L! A I’x I I I I
1> I
Illt...-
Type A data
Narrow and medium : : :
range variables
<NJ Y’J’W ! I I I I I
,,. I I I I I I !-W
“ ‘----- ‘1 x u-l1 \
. ———
i, 1 I
‘.
Estimated percentage
Example of use of chart: An estimate of 20 percent (on scale at bottom of chart) basecl on
an estimate of 10,000,000 has a relative standard error of 2.8 percent (read from the sc:ale
at the left side of the chart), the point at which the curve for a base of 10,000,000 in-
tersects the vertical line for 20 percent. The standard error in percentage points is
equal to 20 percent X 2.8 percent or 0.56 percentage points.
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APPENDIX II
DEFINITIONS OF CERTAIN TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT
Terms Relating to Conditions
Co ndit ion.–A morbidity condition, or
simply a condition, is any entry on the question-
naire which describes a departure from a state of
physical or mental well-being. It results from a
positive response to one of a series of “medical-
disability impact” or “illness-recall” questions.
In the coding and tabulating process conditions
are selected or classified according to a number
of different criteria such as whether they were
medically attended, whether they resulted in dis-
ability, or whether they were acute or chronic;
or according to the type of disease, injury, im-
pairment, or symptom reported. For the pur-
poses of each published report or set of tables,
only those conditions recorded on the question-
naire which satisfy certain stated criteria are
included.
Conditions except impairments are clas-
sified by type according to the Eighth Revision
international Classification of Diseases, Adapted
for Use in the United States,13 with certain
modifications adopted to make the code more
suitable for a household interview survey.
Chronic condition. –A condition is consid-
ered chronic if (1) the condition is described by
the respondent as having been first noticed more
than 3 months before the week of the interview
or (2) it is one of the conditions listed below
which are always considered chronic regardless
of the date of onset.
13National center for Health Statistics: Eighth
Revision In t em a t ional Classification of Diseases,
Adapted for Use in the United States. PHS Pub. No.
1693. Public Health Service. Washington. U.S. Gover-
nmentPrinting Office, 1967.
Allergy, any
Arthritis or rheumatism
Asthma
Cancer
Cleft palate
Club foot
Condition present since birth
Deafness or serious trouble with hearing
Diabetes
Epilepsy
Hardening of the arteries
Hay fever
Heart trouble
Hemorrhoids or piles
Hernia or rupture
High blood pressure
IGdney stones
Mental illncss
hlissing fingers, hand, or arm-toes, foot, or Icg
Palsy
Paralysisof any kind
Permanent stiffness or deformity of the foot, leg,
fingers, arm, or back
Prostate trouble
Repeated trouble with back or spine
Rhcurntitic fei~er
Serious trouble with seeing, even when wearing
glasses
Sinus trouble, repeated attacks of
Speech defect, any
Stomach ulcer
Stroke
Thyroid trouble or goiter
Tuberculosis
Tumor, cyst, or growth
Varicose veins, troub[c with
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Condition Causing Activity Limitation
Tuberculosis, all forms ~ . . . . . . . .
Malignant neoplasms . . . . . . . . .
Benign and unspeclf!ed neoplasms . . . . . .
Diabetes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Mental and nervous conditions . . . . . . .
Heart conditions . . . . . . . . . . .
Cerebrovascular disease . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hypertension without heart involvement . . . . . . .
V3ricose veins .,.... . . . . . . . . .
Hemorrhoids . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Other conditions of circulatory system . . . . . . . .
Chronic bronchitis . . . . . . . . . . .
Emphysema . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Asthma, with or without hay fever . . . . . . . . .
Hay fever, without asthma , . . . . . . . . . .
Chronic sinusitis. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Other conditions of respiratory system . . . . . . .
Peptic ulcer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Hernia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Other conditions of digestive system . . . . . . . .
Diseases of kidney and ureter . . . . , . . . . . .
Other conditions of genitourinary system . . . . . . .
Arthritis and rheumatism . . . . . . . . . . . .
Other musculoskeletal disorders . . . , . . . . . .
Visual impairments. . . . . . . . . . .
Hearing impairments . . . , . . . . . . . . .
Paralysis, complete or partial . . . . . . . . . .
Impairments (except paralysis) of beck or spine . . . . .
Impairments (except paralysis and absence) of upper extremities
and shoulders, . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Impairments (except paralysis and absence) of lower extremities
and hips
Condition not specified:
Old age
Other
International Classification Code Number
010-018
140-208
210-238
250
290-304,305.0,305.3, 305.5,305.6,306-309, 780.6,781.5,
785.6, 786.2,790.0,790.2
380-398,402,404,410429, 782.1, 782.2,782.4
430438
400,401,403
454,456
455
440-453,457,458,782.0, 782.3,782 .5-.9
490,491
492
493
507
503
470486,500-502,504-506, 508-519,783
531-534
550-553
520.3,520.4, 520.6-521.5,521.7-523, 5!25-530, 535-543, 560-
577,784,785.0-785.5, 785.7, 785.8
581-584,590-593
!594-611, 613-628,786.0,786.1, 786.3-786.7,789
710-716,717.0,717.1,717.9, 718
720-723,725,728-732, 733.0,733.2,733.3,733.6, 733.9,734
\ See definition of impairment.
.—. —
Figure 1.
lm@-rnent.--Impairments are chronic or tional impairment and etiology. The impairment
permanent defects, usually static’ in nature, re- classification is shown in Vital and Heabh Statis-
sulting from disease, injury, or congenital mal- tics, Series 10, No. 48.
formation. They represent decrease or loss of Persons with chronic conditions. –The esti-
mability to perform various functions, particularly mated number of persons with chronic condi-
those of the musculoskeletal system and the tions is based on the number of persons who at
sense organs. All impairments are classified by the time of the interview were reported to have
means of a special supplementary code for im- one or more chronic conditions.
pairments. Hence code numbers for impairments Chronic condition .groups.-The :30 condi-
in the International CIassiflcation of Diseases are tion groups shown in this report and the Interna-
not used. In the Supplementary Code, impair- tiona.1 Classification code numbers used are
ments are grouped according to type of func- Iisted in figure I.
50
Prevalence of conditions. –In gimeral, prev-
alence of conditions is the estimated number of
conditions of a specified type existing at a speci-
fied time or the average number existing during
a specified interval of time. The prevalence of
chronic conditions is defined as the number of
chronic cases reported to be present or assumed
to be present at the time of the interview. Those
assumed to be present at the time of the inter-
view are cases described by the respondent in
terms of one of the diseases on the list of condi-
tions always considered chronic (see definition
of chronic condition above) and reported to
have been present at some time during the
12-month period prior to the interview.
Terms Relating to Disability
Disability. –Disability is the general term
used to describe any temporary or long-term re-
duction of a person’s activity as a result of an
acute or chronic condition.
Chronic activity limitation. –Persons are
classified into four categories according to the
extent to which their activities are limited at
present as a result of chronic conditions. Since
the u su aI activities of preschooI chiIdren,
school-age children, housewives, and workers
and other persons differ, a different set of cri-
teria is used for each group. There is a general
similarity between them, however, as will be
seen in the following descriptions of the four
categories:
1. Persons unable to carry on major activity for
their group (major activity refers to ability to
work, keep house, or engage in school or pre-
school activities)
Preschool children:
Inability to take part in ordinary play
with other children.
School-age children:
Inability to go to school.
Housewives:
Inability to do any housework.
Workers and all other persons:
Inability to work at a job or business.
2. Persons limited in amount or kind of major
activity performed (major activity refers to
ability to work, keep house, or engage in
school or preschool activities)
Preschool children:
Limited in amount or kind of play with
other chiIdren, e.g., need speciaI rest
periods, cannot play strenuous games, or
cannot play for long periods at a time.
School-age children:
Limited to c[-rtain tyy !if schools or in
school attendance, e.g., need special
schools or special teaching or cannot go to
school full time or for long periods at a
time.
Housewives:
Limited in amount or kind of housework,
e.g., cannot lift children, wash or iron, or
do housework for long periods at a time.
Workers and all other persons:
Limited in amount or kind of work, e.g.,
need special working aids or speciaI rest
periods at work, cannot work full time or
for long periods at a time, or cannot do
strenuous work.
3. Persons not limited in major activity but
otherwise limited (major activity refers to
ability to work, keep house, or engage in
school or preschool activities)
Preschool children:
Not classified in this category.
School-age children:
Not limited in going to school but limited
in participation in athletics or other extra-
curricular activities.
Housewives:
Not limited in housework but limited in
other activities such as church, clubs,
hobbies, civic projects, or shopping.
Workers and all other persons:
Not limited in regular work activities but
limited in other activities such as church,
clubs, hobbies, civic projects, sports, or
games.
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4. Persons not limited in activities (includes
persons whose activities are not limited in
any of the ways described above)
Chronic mobility limitation-Persons are
classified into five categories according to the
extent to which their mobility is limited at
present as a result of chronic conditions. The
categories are as follows:
Stays in bed. --Must stay in bed all or most of
the time.
Stays in the house. -Must stay in the house, but
not in bed, all or most of the time.
Needs help gelting around. --Able to g-o outside
but needs the help of another person or of a
special aid such as a cane or wheelchair in get-
ting around.
Has trouble getting around freely. -Does not
need the help of another person or a special aid
but has trouble in getting around freely.
1s not limited in mobility. --Not limited in any of
the ways described above.
Demographic Terms
Age. - The age recorded for each person is
the age at last birthday. Age is recorded in single
years and ~rouped in a v~riety of distributions
depending on the purpose of the table.
Color. The population is divided into two
color groups, “white” and “al] other. ” “AI]
other” includes Negro, Arncrican Indian, Chi-
nese, Japanese, and any other race. Mexican per-
sons are included with “\vhite” unless definitely
known to be Indian or of another race.
i?lcomc ()/ family or of u?[r(,[ated
indz’zz’duuls. Each member of a family is classi-
fied according to the totdl income of the family
of which he is a member. Within the household
all persons related to each other by blood. mar-
ria~e, or adoption constitute a family. Unrelated
individuals are classified according to their own
income.
The incornc rc((]rded is the total of all in-
come recei~ed b)’ mcml)crs of the famil) (or by
an unrelated individual) in the 12-month period
preceding the week of interview. Income from
d] sources is included, e.g., wages, salaries, rents
from property, pensions, and help from rela-
tives.
Living arrangement. --The four categories
of living arrangements shown in this report are
as follows:
Liz!i)z,q alone. Living alone is defined as living in
a one-member household.
l.izling with nonrelatiues. --1.iving with nonrela-
[ivcs is defined as living in a household with
another person or persons none of whom are re-
lated to the person by blood, marriage, ~)r
adoption.
Lizing with relatives married. -This category in-
cludes married persons who are living in a house-
hold tvith another person or persons one or
more of whom are related to them by blood,
marriage, or adoption. Persons with common-
la~v marriages are considered to be married. For
purposes of this category “married” excludes
widowed, divorced, or separated. Persons whose
only marriage was annulled are counted as
“never married. ”
I.ivirzg with relatives - oth cr.–This category in-
cludes children living with parents or relatives; it
also includes persons who are widowed, di-
vorced, separated, or never married who are
livin~ in a household with another person or per-
sons one or more of whom are related to them
by blood, marriage, or adoption. Persons whose
only marriage was tinnulled are counted as
“never married. ” “ Separated” refers to married
persons who have a legal separation or who have
parted because of marital discord.
Usual actiztity. All persons in the popula-
tion tire classified according to their usual activ-
ity during the 12-month period prior to the
week of interview. The “LISLEL17’activity, in case
more than one is reported, is the one at which
the person spent the most time during the
12-month period. Children under 6 years of age
are classified as “preschool.” All persons aged
6-16 years ~re classified as “school age. ”
The categories o f usLu.d activity used in
this report for persons aged 17 year-s and over
arc usuall>I work in,q, zlsua[ly going to scho 01,
usua[l)l k ccpitz(y h o ri.sc, retired, and other activ -
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ity. For scverul reasons these c~tegorics arc not
comparable u’ith somewhat similarly named cat-
egories in official Federal labor force statistics.
First, the responses concerning usual activity are
accepted without detailed questioning since the
objective of the question is not to estimate the
numbers of persons in labor force categories but
to identify crudely certain population groups
which may have differing health problems. Sec-
ond, the figures rcpnxmt the usual activity sta-
tus over the period of an entire year, whereas
official labor force statistics relate to a much
shorter period, usLIaIly 1 week. Third, the mini-
mum age for usually working persons is 17 in
the Health Intenimv Surveyl and the official kL-
bor force categories include all pers~ns aged 14
or older. Finally, in the definitions o! specific
categories which follotv. certain marginal groups
are classified differently to simplify procedures.
Usually working includes persons 17 years of age
or older who are paid employees; self-employed
in their own business, profession, or in farming;
or unpaid employees in a family business or
farm. Work around the house or volunteer or un-
paid work such as for a church is not counted as
working.
Usually going to school includes persons 17
years of age or older whose major activity is
going to school.
Usually keeping h ousc includes female persons
17 ye&s of age or older whose major tictivity is
described as “keeping house” and who cannot
be classified as “working.”
Retjred includes persons 45 years old and over
who consider themselves to bc retired. In case of
doubt, a person 45 years of age or older is
counted as retired if he or she has either volun-
tarily or involuntarily stopped working, is not
looking for work, and is not described as “keep-
ing house. ” A retired person may or may not be
able to work.
Other activity includes all persons 17 years of
agc or older not classified as “working,” “re-
tired,” or “going to school,” and females 17
years of agc or older not classified as “keeping
house.”
(;i’oc~u~hic region.- For the purpose of
classifying the population by geographic area,
the States w-c grouped into four regions. These
regions, which correspond to those used by the
U.S. Bureau of the Census, arc shown in
figure II.
Place of residence. –The place of residence
of a member of the civilian, noninstitutiona] ized
population is classified as inside a standard met-
ropolitan statistical area (SMSA) or outside an
SMSA and either farm or nonfwm.
Rcgri ?1
Northeast . . .
North Central .
South . . . .
It’cst . . . .
St(It (’s Incluclt’ci
hiainc. Ncw Hmnpshirc,
Vermont, hlassuchusetts,
Rh[)dc Island, Connecticut,
LNc\v York, LNc\\’Jcrxy,
Pcnnsylv~nia
31ichigan, Ohio, Indiana,
lllin[)i~, \Visconsin,
hlinncs{)t.i, I()\v:l, Alissouri,
lN(}rth L)akot J, S[)Llth
D,]kota, blSJS, sChlWk:l
Dcl.i\v.~rc, }I,w;l:md,
Distrilt ,~1 ColumbiLi,
~ir~ini.[, \\’L’st l~ir:+ini.1,
X~)rth Ctir(}lin.i, S( ,((t]~
C.w(~lin.1, Gcor:i.~, I;lorid;i,
Kclltuck~”, “rcxcls,-rLmnl.wt’,
ill.d).ImLi,IIississippi,
. .
Arkansa\, Louis MnLt,
Okl.ihom.l
llol~tiln.l$ Id,lh( ), \V;[)min~,
c(J1(MKh), Sc\v llcyico,
.\riz( in.t. L’t.ih, NL’vMI.1,
lfashin~t(ln. ,ll.l~kci, orc~t~n,
Ccdiir)rni,[, Ii.l\\.iii
Figure 11.
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Standard metropolitan statistical ureas. -The def-
initions and titles of SMSA’S are established by
the U.S. Office of Management and Budget with
the advice of the Federal Committee on Stand-
ard Metropolitan Statistical Areas. There were
212 SMSA’S defined for the 1960 decennial
census.
The definition of an individual SMSA involves
two considerations: first, a city or cities of speci-
fied population which constitute the central city
and identify the county in which it is located as
the central county; second, economic and social
relationships with contiguous counties (except
in New England) which are metropolitan in char-
acter so that the periphery of the specific metro-
politan area may be determined. SMSA’S are not
limited by State boundaries. In New England
SMSA’S consist of towns and cities, rather than
counties. The metropolitan population in this re-
port is based on SMSA’S as defined in the 1960
census and does not include any subsequent ad-
ditions or changes.
Central cities. –Each SMSA must include at least
one central city. The complete title of an SMSA
identifies the central city or cities. If only onc
central city is designated, then it must have
50,000 inhabitants or more. The area title may
include, in addition to the largest city, up to two
city names on the basis and in the order of the
following criteria: ( 1) the additional city has at
least 250,000 inhabitants or (2) the additional
city has a population of one-third or more of
that of the largest city and a minimum popu-
lation of 25,000. An exception occurs where
two cities have contiguous boundaries and con-
stitute, for economic and social purposes, a
single community of at least 50,000, the smaIIer
of which must have a population of at least
15,000.
Farm and nonfarm residence. –The population
residing outside SMSA’S is subdivided into the
farm population, which comprises all non-SMSA
residents living on farms, and the nonfarm popu-
lation, which comprises the remaining outside
SMSA population. The farm population includes
persons living on places of 10 acres or more
from which sales of farm products amounted to
$50 or more during the previous 12 months or
on places of less than 10 acres from which sales
of farm products amounted to $2501 or more
during the preceding 12 months. Other persons
living outside an SMSA were classified as non-
farm if their household paid rent for the house
but their rent did not include any land used for
farming.
Sales of farm products refer to the gross receipts
from the sale of field crops, vegetables, fruits,
nuts, livestock and livestock products (milk,
wool, etc.), poultry and poultry products, and
nursery and forest products produced on the
place and sold at any time during the preceding
12 months.
000
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APPENDIX Ill
PROBE QUESTIONS ON LIMITATION OF ACTIVITY AND MOBILITY 1972
AA
‘1
Please look at this card (Hand respondent Card M)
Which one of these statcmmts fits -- best in terms of health? (Circle appropriate number) M. : f ‘2’”’
------------------------------------------------------------------------------
If respondent does not understand or IS unable to read the card. ask quesuons 19–23 for each person. 6 (t,’fl
9. In terms of health must -- stay IN BED all or most of the time? 19. , Y ,2J*1 N
O. In terms of health must -- stay IN THE HOUSE all or most of the time? 20. 2Y (:.11 N
1. Does -- need th. help of ANOTHER PERsON in getting around inside or outside the housr? 21. 3 Y 2’1, , N
!2. Doe. -- need ths hdp of some SPECIAL AID, such os a cane or wheelchair in getting around
inside or outside the house?
22.
a Y ,: J,, N
3. Although -- -doss not need the help of another person or a spe.iol aid, does he hove tm.ble 23.
getting around freely? 5 Y ,.2,1 6 N P4PI
Ask for each person with a limitation reported in item M or in quesuons 19-23:
J’
(1) had to stay in bed bcco. se of health?
1,
00s l~J Less than 1 mon!h
40. About how long has -- (2) had *O stay in the house because of health?
(
(3-4) needed help getting around inside er outside the house? 24a. I —Mos. 2
!
—y,,.
(5) had trouble getting around freely?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --- --------- -----------
b, What (other) condition causes this? b. E., .. . . -*I n n ..- -
If “old age” only, ask: 1s this caused by ony specific condition?
.-~ ,>6 ,
~ 01, ?,,, ..,, (N;)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---- -------------------
Y 1... ,,$ N
c. IS this caused by any other condition? k 2“, CI
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ____ -__-__.._--_____.—-
C.
Mark box or ask: Cl Only I cn.dtton
d. Which of these condition would you say is the MAIN cause of his limitation? d Enter mmn Co”ds!ron
CARD M
In terms of health:
1. y~~TT;J~Y IN BED ALL OR MOST OF
M
MOBILITY
~_-----.-
2. MUST STAY IN THE HOUSE ALL OR
MOST OF THE TIME.
3. NEED THE HELP OF ANOTHER PERSON \
IN GETTING AROUND INSIDE OR
OUTSIDE THE HOUSE.
4. NEED THE HELP OF SOME SPECIAL 1
AID, SUCH AS A CANE OR WHEELCHAIR, {
IN GETTING AROUND INSIDE OR I
OUTSIDE THE HOUSE
1
!
5. DOES NOT NEED THE HELP OF
ANOTHER PERSON OR A SPECIAL AID ;
BUT HAS TROUBLE IN GETTING
AROUND FREELY.
[
I
I
6. DOES NOT HAVE TROUBLE GETTING ]
AROUND FREELY. .,
250. What was -- &ing most of the past 12 months - (For males): working or doing sommthing else? 25.
If “something else, ” ask: (For females): keeping houzq working, or doing a I 0 working (300)
Ages b. What was -- doing? something lI se? 26. 2 q Keeping house (30bJ
17+ If 45+ years and was not “working,” “keeping house, ” or “gorng to school, ” ask: 3 q Retired, health (2jJ
c. Is -- retired?
d. if ‘ ‘reti red,”
4 q Retired, other (29)
ask: Did he retire because of hit hdth?
-------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------
s q Going co school (3z)
Ages 26a. What was -- doing most of the past 12 monfhs - going to school or doing something else?
If “something else,” ask:
6 q !7+ Somethms llse (29)
6-16
b. What was -- doing?
7 q 6-16 so,neth{”~ else (31)
-------- ------------------------------------------------------------------------- . ---- ---------------.---=-
Ages
under 6
0 q I -5 years (27)
o q Under I (28)
!7a. Is -- able to take pat at all in ordinary play with .ath*r childrc.?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- z: ---_l__---:--:-NJ::)-
b. Is he limit-d in the kind of play he can do b.causa of his hdth? b. 2 Y (34)
_______________________________________________________________________________ --- --------------------
N
c. IS he Iimitad in the amount of play becausa of hi- hwdth? c. 2 Y (34) N (33)
!8a. Is -- Iimitad in any way b-cause of his hdth? 28.. ,Y
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --- --------------------
5 N (NP)
b. in what way is hc Iimittd? b. (34)
!90. Does -- hrnlth now ktcp him from working?---- ---------------- - ----- ----- _______ 2y: I Y (34) N
b. 1, he limited in the kind of work he could do baeausc of his haalth?
-------------------
h.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --- --------------------
2 Y (34) N
c. Is he limit*d in the amount of work he could do because of his health?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -c: --------------------
2 Y (34) N
d. Is he limit-d in the kind or amount of other octtvtties because of his hralth? d. 3 Y (34) N (33)
10a. Dots -- NOW hav. a @b? 300. Y (30C)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --- --------------------
N
b. In terms of hmlth, is -- NOW able to (work - keep house) at all? b. Y
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --- --------------------
1 N (34)
c. Is he limited in the kind of (work - housework) he cm do because of his health?
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -=: --------------------
2 Y (34) N
d. Is he Iimitcd in the amount of (work - housework) he can do bees.se of his hdth? d. 2 Y (34)
------------------- ,------------------------------------------------------------ ---
N
-------------------
e. IS he Iimit*d in the kind or amount of other activities because of his hmlth? e. 3 Y (34) N (33)
Il. In t~rms of beolth would -- b* able to go to school? 31. Y 1 N (34)
12a. Doot (would) -- have to go to a catain fype of school bacaus~ of his health?--- - ----- --_--- L--L ---------- _- 3p: -~ Y (34) -- N
b. IS he (would ht b-) limit-d in school attendance bccaus- of his health? b. 2 Y (34)
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --- --------------------
N
c. Is he limited in the kind or amount of other activities becauss of his hudth? . . 3 Y (34) N (33)
)30. Is -- limited in ANY WAY because of a disability or health?
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
33a. 4Y s N (NP)
-- ----------- —-------
b. In what way is he Iimit*d? Record limitation, not condition. b.
1
be-n limited in --
14a. About how long has he bean unable to --
1
000 q Less than I month
34..
had to go to a certoin type of school? 1— Mos.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ---
2—Yrs.
, b. What (other) condition causes this I imitation?
-------------------
b. Enter CO::jtii,; ; ; tem C
If “old age” only, ask: Is this limitation caused by any specific condition? q Old age,ordy (NPJ
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --- --------------------
c. Is this limitation causad by any othor condition? y LR::C% N
------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --’: -------------------
Mark box or ask:
q Only I condItIon ~
d. Which of these conditions would You soy is the MAIN COUSQof hi. limitation? d. Enter mam conditmo
—ooo —
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Series 1.
Series 2.
Series 3.
Series 4.
VITAL AND HEALTH STATISTICS Series
Programs and Collection Procedures. –Reports which describe the general programs of the National
Center for Health Statistics and its offices and divisions and data collection methods used and include
definitions and other material necessary for understanding the data.
Data Evaluation and Methods Research. –Studies of new statistical methodology including experi-
mental tests of new survey methods, studies of vital statistics collection methods, new analytical
techniques, objective evaluations of reliability of collected data, and contributions to statistical theory.
Analytical Studies. -Reports presenting analytical or interpretive studies based on vital and health
statistics, carrying the analysis further than the expository types of reports in the other series.
Documents and Committee Reports. –Final reports of major committees concerned with vital and
health statistics and documents such as recommended model vital registration laws and revised birth
and death certificates.
Sera”es10. Data From the Health Interview Szwvey. –Statistics on illness, accidental injuries, disability, use of
hospital, medical, dental, and other services, and other health.related topics, all based on data collected
in a continuing national household interview survey.
Smics 11. Data From the Health Examination Survey and the Health and Nutrition Examination Survey. –Data
from direct examination, testing, and measurement of national samples of the civilian noninstitu-
tionalized population provide the basis for two types of reports: (1) estimates of the medically defined
prevalence of specific diseases in the United States and the distributions of the population with respect
to physical, physiological, and psychological characteristics and (2) analysis of reIationships among the
various measurements without reference to an explicit finite universe of persons.
Sen”es12. Data From the Institutionalized Population Surveys. –Discontinued effective 1975. Future reports from
these surveys will be in Series 13.
Sm”es 13. Data on Health Resources Utilization. –Statistics on the utilization of health manpower and facilities
providing long-term care, ambulatory care, hospitaJ care, and family planning services.
Series 14. Data on Health Resources: Manpower and Facilities. –Statistics on the numbers, geographic distri-
bution, and characteristics of health resources including physicians, dentists, nurses, other health
occupations, hospitals, nursing homes, and outpatient facilities.
Series 20. Data on Mortality. –Various statistics on mortality other tkan as included in regular annual or monthly
reports. Special analyses by cause of death, age, and other demographic variables; geographic and time
series analyses; and statistics on characteristics of deaths not avvilable from the vital records based on
sample surveys of those records.
Series 21. Data on Natality, Marriage, and Divorce. –Various statistics on natality, marriage, and divorce other
than as included in regular annual or monthly reports. Special analyses by demographic variables;
geographic and time series analyses; studies of fertility; and statistics on characteristics of births not
available from the vital records based on sample surveys of those records.
Series 22. Data From the National Mortality and Natality Surveys. –Discontinued effective 197.5. Future reports
from these sample surveys based on vital records will be included in Series 20 and 21, respectively.
Series 23. Data From the National Survey of Family Growth. –Statistics on fertility, family formation and dis-
solution, family planning, and related maternal and infant health topics derived from a biennial survey
of a nationwide probability sample of ever-rnamied women 15-44 years of age.
For a list of titles of reports published in these series, write to: Scientific and Technical Information Branch
NationaJ Center for Health Statistics
Public Health Service
Hyattsville, Md. 20782

